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THE ANCIENT 


a. | : 
HISTOR Y|| @ 


OF THE 


Septuagint, 


Written in Greek by ARISTEUS 
near two thoufand years ago. 
BEING 
His Voyage to Ferufalem, as Ambafla- 
dour from Pto/omens Philadelphus, un- 
to Eleazar, then High Prieft of the 
Jews = concerning the Firft Tranfla- 
tion of the HOLY BIBLE by the 

Seventy two Interpreters. 


With many other remarkable Circumftances, no 
where elfe to be found. 


Firft Englith’d from the Greek, by the 
Learned and Reverend Dr. Fohn Done, A 
late Dean of St. PauJs. | 
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Now Revifed, and very much Correéted from the : . | 

ORIGINAL. He} 

__licenfed, December the 71h 1685, RM. 

London, Printed for W. Henfan, and| | |g 
Tho. Fox, Book(ellers in Wetminfter- a 
Hall. 1685. ee 


TT SC CT SOT IES Sees 


Po the Reader. 


Lthough Time and Death, from 
our Cradles to our Graves, pur- 
fue us {wiftly , and, according to the 
_ Almighties Ordinance, overtake and 
feize upon our frail and earthly parts, 
upon fomefooner, upon others later : 
yet Excellent AGs, \ike trong Eagles, 
break from their feizure, and {oar 
above them in fo fublime a pitch, as 
neither I7e,with all bis Power and 
rufty Powder, with which he blots 
and rubs out Bra/s and Marble, can 
. quite obfcure or extinguifh them,nei- 
ther Death clofe in his dark-gaping 
Mouth (the Grave) their Noblenefs, 
Witnefs this {mall, yet ancient Hi/to- 
ry, which this laft Summer I made 
part of my Exercife, to put into an 
Exglifh Habit, 
A 3 That 


T he Epifile. 
“That the Story ts ancient, I may | 
well fay; for jit is:1900 years fince | 
Ariftens Writ it to his Brother Philo- 
rates; which Arajftens, St. Hierowe, in | 
sis Epiftle to the Pentatewk of the 
 Biblefays,was” Hyperafpiftes to 
aan Prolomeus Philadelpbus,- King 
iguife. = a ge 
of Egypt, Syria, Phenicia, and 
Cilicia, and fon of Ptolomens Lagus, 
one of the great Captains of Alexan- 
der Magnus, that divided his Con- 
guefts (the World ) amongft them. : 
This Ptolomens Philadelphus wasa 
moft accomplifh’d young Gentleman, 
vertuoufly difpofed, and fo great a 
lover of Learning, as he had accumu- 
lated into his Library according to 
fome Authors, 1800000 
Argument of Vol Printi be; 
the Hiftory. WV Olumes, Printing being 
not then rifen in our He- 
mifphere, was by the faid Aréfteus, a 
moft Noble Perfon, and a great 
friend of (the then captive Fes ) (as 
an Inftrament of God ) for the Liber- 
ty and Freedom of them, ( then his 
People) praGifed with Demetrins| 
Phalerius 


i 


- 4 


The Epifile. 
Phalerius, to tell the King, that his 
fo abundant. Library was but poor, 
becaufe it wanted the Book of Books, 
the facred Volumeof God, which we 
call the Holy Bible: The King, ver- 
tuoufly covetous thereof, demanded 
_ how he fhould beft acquire it ? Ari- 
| feews, waiting this defired Occafion, 
proportioned his advice, that he 
fhould firft fet.all the Captived Jems, 
not only in Egypt, but.alfo in Syrza, 
gc. at free Liberty: and fend Ambaf- 
fadors and Prefents to Eleazar their 
High Prieft and Pontiff, The King 
willingly confents thereto, as to the 
Mufick of his defires, and prepares 
mot tich Prefents, asa Table of Maf- 
fie Gold, embellifh’d. with precious 
Stones, Cups of Gold and Silver like- 
| wife adorned, fets at freedom the 
- Captived by publick Edié, and fends 
_ as Ambaffadours Ariftens,and Andrea, 
Prince and great Captainof the Guard 
of his Perfon, with thefe Gifts, and 
divers Talents of Gold and Silver. 


AA They 


The Epifile. 

They go, deliver his Letters of 
Requeft and Commends, have graci- 
ous entertainment,return with the 72 
Interpreters Jews Letters, and alfo 
Eleazars Prefentstothe King, and in 
efpecial,with the Sacred Volumeand 
Word of God. 

The good King adores the Books, 
feafts the Bringers, who after fall to 
the Bufinefs, and Tranflated it out 
of the Hebrew into the Greek, the 
common learned Language of thofe 
Times, made famous by the Sword 
of Alexander. And thisinbriefis the 
effect of this Venerable Hiftory,wich 
is by me thus made yours. | 

And though I feem to Anticipate 
thus to you,yet itis as nothing ; for 
in it felfas you may further fee, it 1s 
Elaborately and Eloquently Writ- 
ten by the faid Arzffens; and let no 
man wonder too mucli thereat, as 
thinking our: Times excell thetrs in 
Eloquence: No 5 For whoever ex- 
ceeded Dewroftexes the Greek, or Ci- 
cero the Latiz,therein? 

Laftly, 
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Bey: 


The Epifile. 

Laftly, to fpeak the Pratfe of Hi- 
fiory, Libri funt vafa memorie, and 
worthy Hiftorical Books have in 
them a kind of Divine Permanency 
and as Eminent Perfons fhould affect 
Noble Actions , fo ought they to 
cherith the Regifters,as their Honou- 
Ters. 

For,hath not Plutarch made thofe 
Gyant Heroes, as Thefens, Remulus, 
Alexander, Julius Cefar, and the reft, 
yet live> and himfelf;more praisfully, 
Jonger then them all? So asanigno- 
rant fwaggering Fellow threatned: 
bis Adverfary to kill him if he had 
as many lives as Plutarch... Did not 
Alexander figh for another Ho- 
mer ? 

--Laftly, CIf1 have in-honour of-the 
Hiftory) \ike one holding a lighted 
Taper to the clear Noon-{hining Sun, 
madean Appendix, fhewing the Az- 
viquity and Dignity of the Books, by 
the faid Septuagint-Tran{lated , and 
the Excellency of their infpired: Wri- 
AS tes 


The Epiftle. 
| ter, Mofess and have therein -been 
too prolixious, pardon me,becaufe of 
the Profundity and Worthinefs of 
the matter: So I referr you to that, 
and the reft 5 


and fo reft 


Yours, 


John Done. 
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The Elenchus, or Con- 


tents of the following 


Book. 


\Haratters of the Perfons that 
were herein Aiders, imploying 

and imployed. p. (1) 
Arifteus to 2s Brother Philocrates. 


p. I. 
The Difcourfe that Arifteus held with 
King Ptotomy, for the deliverance 


of the Jews. Pp. 10. 
The Requeft of Demetrius Phalerius 
to King Prolomy. p20. 


Tenour of the Letter of King Ptolo- i 
my, to Eleazar High-Prieft of Je- of 
rufalem. “ neesaecs patted un 

Eleazar, High-PMeft, to King Prolo- ie. 


Co 


my, our oft Iuftrions Friend. 


_ ‘The Contents. | 
Fhe Names of -thofe which were cho- 
_ fen of all the Lines and Tribes of 
the Jews to go into Egypt for the 
_ Lranflation of the Law of Mofes. 


: p. 30. 

Of the Prefents fent to Eleazar,High- 

~ Prieft of the Jews, by King Ptolo- 
meus Philadelphus. 4). p. 33. 
Of the Veffels, Cups, and Viols of Gold. 


P- 43. 

OF the City of Hierufalem and Regi- 
on thereabouts,as it was 260. years — 
beforethe Birth of our Saviour, p.49. 
Of the Priefts. p- 53- 
Of the High-Prieft Eleazar. — -p, 54». 
Of the Fortrefs or Caftle of Hierufa- 
Jem. p. 56. 
Let more of the Town. Be 588) 
Of the Region about Hierufalem, and 
of the Policy of the Countrey-people, 


. or Pefants. p. 60. 
What manner of men the Tranflators 
- of the Law wereelll p. 66. 


Of the Anfmers made by Eleazar upon 

cevtain points of the Law of Mofes. 
, p: 70. 
Retura 
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The Contents. 


| Return of the Ambaffadors into Alex- 
andria with the Jewith Doors: 
and how the King adored the Holy 
Law feven times with Tears in bis 
Fyes. p. 88. 
| Anfwers of the Jewilh Docors to Que- 
tions propounded by King Ptolo- 
meus Philadelphus. from p. 96. 
to 154. 
The means ufed by the 72 Doctors iz 
their interpreting the Law. p. 159. 
A Difcourfe ix way of Apology coz- 
cerning the truth of this Story: Al- 
fo divers Opinions of both Ancient 
and Modern Authorities and Fa- 
thers, concerning the manner of the 
Tranflation. p- 170. 
Lafty, an Appendix i Honour of 
this Ancient and Famous Hittory, a 
difcourfing the Antiquity and Dis- i 
nity of the Books, and the excellen- a 
sy of their in{pired Writer Mofes. un 
| Ps.175> a 


Certain 


| (1) 
Certain Precognita, or Cha- 
ratters of the chtef Per- 
fons mentioned in the en- 
fring Ehftory. 
1. Of Ptolomeus Philadel phus. 


Tolomeus, fecond of that Name, 
Surnamed Philadelphus, King of 
Fiigypt, of Phenicia, and of Cypres, 
Son of the firft Ptolomens, Son of 

* Lagus,began his Reign 4 pun 
in the 271 year before captains of 
the Incarnation of our Great dlexan- 
Lord Jefius Chrift. eles quar 

This Ptolomeus Phila- 

delphus was endoétrined in the Sci- 
ence of good Letters, by Strabo the 
Peripatetick : in which he became fo 
excellent, that he was efteemed one 
of the moft accomplifh’d Princes of 
his Time: but that which was 1n him 
the moft admirable, was, the Bounty, 
Debonarity, Sweetnefs, and Gentle- 
nefs of his Spirit, accommodated wi ip 
tne 


(2) The Hijiory 
the Manners and Complexions of all 
worthy and deferving Perfons. : 
By this means he entred {fo far, | 
and before, in the Grace of all the 
World, that every one in his thought 
wifh'd he were King: And his Fa- 
ther,knowing his right of Succeffion 
was to be fo, and rejoycing in his 
hopes of him, made him to be crown- 
ed King, and devefted himfelf of all 
Authority, without referving any 
Power, Right, or Preheminence to 
himfelf, only a Superintendency over 
the Guard of the King his Son, glo- 
rifying to be Father of fuch a King: | 
For the admiration he had of his 
high Vertues, kindled and gave oc- 
cafion between them both, of a moft 
kind contention in mutual Offices, 
the Son yielding to the Father, and 
“he Father to the Son, in all, and by 
all, through inftin& of Devotion 
and Piety,fo they gave lively touch: 
es one to the other in all reduce- 
able fitting Offices, which. was caufe 
that the People conceived a great 
Fide- 


Ant eh Syl ate Rk be cyanea ah cal 
us? 


Seventy Interpreters into 


of the Septuagint. (3) 


Fidelity and Amity towards them, 


fo as it feemed, even the Divine 


_ Providence prepared this Noble Spi- 


rit to introduce that great good 
among{t Humanes, as to make them 


| participants of the Laws, and Divine 
Hluminations wherewith God had 
| favoured the People of the ‘Jews 


above all the Nations of the World. 
And it feemeth, that even then. his 
Almightinef$ made a preparative for 
the Vocation of the Ethnicks and 
Gentiles by Communication fo of 
his holy Law 5 whereof Pfolomy. was 
the ordained Minifter, to call the 
fH gypt, totranflate into the rae in 
Greek Language,whichthen  Chriften- 
was the moft ufed and “™ 
vulgar through the wholeUniverfe. 
So as I am amazed at fome fanatical 
Spirits, that hinder us from the 
Kaowledge of God,in not giving his 
Word in the Language of the Peo- 
ple wherefoever, as is appertaining 
to every onein Regard of Salvation. 


(4) “The Hiftory 

I would ask thofemen, what Lan- 
guage {pake thofe Dames of Rome, 
Paula, Exuftochina, Melania, Sufanna, 
Fabiola, Demtetria, Furia, Flavia, 
Blefilla, and others? For the inftitn- 
tion of whom, Saint Hierav tranfla- 
ted many Books of Holy Scriptures 
out of {trange Tongues into Latin, 
which was the natural Language of | 
the faid Ladies, I would alfo know, 
who was more Wife, or better in 
fpired then St. Hierom? Further, it 
feems they either are, or would feem 
to. beignorant of the Inftitution of 
the Emperour Puftinian, who ors 
dained, that: thofe whofting in the 
Temples ; that they fhould fing 
high, and fo intelligible, that all the 
People might underftand them. 

But to return to ‘Ptolomy 5 He un- 
dertook to ere@ a Library in the Ca- 
pital City of his Realm, Alexandria, 
the Charge whereof he gave to De- 
metrius Phaleriys, a Prince; and an 
Athenian Philofopher, who erected 
it fo fumptuoufly , that there was 

not 
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of the Septuagint. (5) 
not the like in ‘all the World : and 
it lafted until the firft War of the 
Romans again{t the Alexandrians >? 
This King had to Wife Arfince, to 
whom he caufed a Statue to be rai- 
fed,in height four Cubits,of one en- 
tire Stone, call’d a Topaz, the which 
had been given to Bernice the Mo- 


ther of Ptolomy, by a Prince named 
Philemon. 


2. Of Arifteus, the Author of this 
. Hiftory. 
RIS TEWS, the near Kint 
man and. Friend of : King Pro- 
lomeus Philadelphas', 1s Ade | 
named by * St. Hierom ee 
Ptoloncei Hyperafpi(tes,the #/. 
Shield of the King, or he that de- 
fends the King with his Shield, or 
Bearer of the Shield Royal, which 
feems to me, that he held fome {uch 
place about the King his Mafter,.as 
we call at this Day the Great EC 
quire of the Kings Bady, he was the 
Principal Sollicitor for the ia 
QO 


(6) The Hiftory 
of the Jews, that then were held 
Slaves throughout all the Domint- 
ons of Ptolomys for he made the firft 
requeft for them, and obtained 1t. 
And for this caufe he was fent 
Ambaffadour with Azdrea, Prince 
of the Guards belonging to the 
King, unto. Hierufalem, to deal 
with the High-Prieft Eleazar 5 
who fent to the King Ptolomeus 
fix Doors of every Tribe to go on 
with the Tranflation and Verfion of | 
the Holy Books of Mo/és. | 
He-writ diligently his Voyage, 
where he fhews openly, how and 
by what courfe thofe feventy two 
Interpreters behaved themfelves. in 
* Fuftin. dialog, cum Tiyphone. the faid Books, 
Trenaus Lib. 3. Cap. 25. Cle» * Some’ have 


men, Alexander. lib.r. ftro. Epi-- heen. of Opt- 
phanius de menf. ¢y ponditibus. _. hatth 

Eufeb. preparat. lib. 8. chap.t. nion, that they 
, * Hieron. ib suctonalas Me: Tranflated all. 

raicts in chap. 5, Ezechielis, : ‘ 

¢ in cap. 2. Michie Fofephi he Bible: but 
prafat.in Antiquit.¢y lib. 12. 1¢is more like- 
Antiqut. chap.13, Philo. de ly to many that 


vita Mofis. lib. 2. x 
: “they Tranfla- 
ted 
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of the Septuagint. (7) 
ted but the five Books, that is Geve- 
fis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy, which they call the 
Pentateuck, which is the Law of 
Mofes : for Arifiews {peaks but of the 
Law of Mojes, and it is not likely 
that they touched the Books Hifto- 
rical, nor the Prophets 5 for if it 
had been fo, Ariffeus would not 
have been filent thereof. 

Moreover, that which they Tran- 
flated, was finifhed in the {pace of 
feventy two dayes, which is about 
two Months and a half, and that’s a 
- Time too fmall, and therefore im- 
poffible to Tranflate all the Old 
Teftament. Neverthelefs, 1 am not 
ignorant, that there wasa turning of 
other Books of the Bible, that go by 
the name of the feventy two Inter- 
preters. But 1 am perfwaded that 
they were not then done in Fgypt, 
unlefs that after they were returned 
to Hierufalem, they Tranflated the 
reft of the Holy Books: although 
both in that and other Opinions, | 
fubmit 


(8) The Hiftory 
fubmit me to the deliberation of thé | 
Church,from which I will not ftray.. | 
But however, this Trapflation was — 
manifeftly Miraculous: which is fuf- 
ficiently fhewed, by that our Lord 
Jefus Ghrift and his Apoftles,in Alle- 
gations of the Law, ufe the Vert — 
on of thefe feventy two Interpreters, 
Thave f{poken thefe few Words of | 
Arifteus,to the end the Reader fhall 
not think that this is that Ariffens 
Proconenfis, that could be invifible 
when he lifted, making folks believe | 
that he could dye and rife again when* | 
he would, of whom fpeaks S#ides, | 
Herodotus, Pliny, and Plutarch in the 
Life of Romulus. | 


3. Of Eleazer the High-Prieft of 
the Jews. } 
Leazar, of whom -Arifteus makes 
mention, was brother of Sizzox 
{urnamed the Juft : He,after the de- 
ceafe of his Brother Size, in the 
dome Year Of the reign of Prolomy 
Liga firft -of that Name 35. was 
made 


| of the Septuagint. C9) 
made chief of the Synagogue of the 
jews, by reafon that Oxias, Son of 
Sinon his Brother, was uncapable of 
fucceeding in his Father's Place, -as 
being under age: This E/eazar there- 
fore received the Honour,that in his 
-Time the Holy Tranflation of the 
- Law-was made by the feventy two 
Doctors, that he fent to Ptolomens, 
fecond of that Name, King of Egypt, 
as Arifteus hath left by Writing. 


4. Of Demetrius Phalerius. 


Be Ewmetrius Phalerius was an Athe- 

_nian Orator and, Philofopher, 
as-Cicero notes 1n the firft Book of 
his Offices, calling him a fubtil and 
fharp Difputant, and in the reft, an 
Orator litthe vehement. He had been 
Difciple of Theophrafius, he wasa 
man.of fuch Knowledge,and excellent 
Carriage, . that. foreign. Kings had. 
him in Admiration, and drew him 
to their Service,even Ca/fander King 
of Macedon. And for this Reputati- 
on the Athenians gavehim the Prin- 
3 cipality 


7 
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(10) The Hiftory, be. 
/ cipality of the City and Common- 
weal, in which he was Ten years in 
great Profperity : But fome of the} 
Citizens, having. conceived Malice 
again{t him, chafed and threw him 
out of his Eftate,and then he was ho- 
nourably received of King Ptolomy, 
of whom we fpeak, where he was 
Mafter of the Library Royals the 
Athenians having formerly raifed ta} 
him 360 Statues of Marble, in def-| 
pight caft them to the Earth, and 
judged him to death asa Traytor 3 | 
of which Demetrius being adverti- | 
fed, faid, ‘ The Athe- | 
non einem nians have thrown down | 
” Diog. Lact. in My Statues, but they can- 
vit. ea not over-turn my Vertue, | 
bia for which they firft ere | 
ed thofe Statues.. He was 
wont to fay, that * Eloquence was as | 
neceffary in a Common-weal, as a 
Sword in the Wars. He dyed by the | 
biting of an Afpick, and was bu- | 
ried in the Region of Bufiza, near 
to Diofpolis. ) 
NOW 
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‘The Fiftory of Arifteus, 
Ambaf]adour of King Ptolo- 
meus Philadelphus, treating 
of bis Voyage unto Jerufalem: 
and the firft Tranflation of the 
Fioly Bible, by the Seventy two 
Elders. 


Written in Greek t900 years fince. 


Arifteus to his Brother Philocrates. 


TEI! knowing your Natural 
and good inclination (Phi- 
locrates ) to have always 
had in great efteem the 
knowledge of all things, and that 
you have been defirous, and even 
}greedy to underftand the occur- 
_rences and paflages of good Exploits : 
: i ee to frame to you 
ly in 


: 
: 
: 
: 
| 
: 


2 The Fiiftory 


in Writing, a matter not only excel- 
Jent in it felf, but well deferving to 
be known ; which unto usis hapned, 
Excellence of being fent of late to E/ea- 
this Hiftory. gar, H.Pricftof the Fews. 

But becaufe thefe things fhall be 
more cafie to you, I thall firft ce- | 
clare the Caufes for which we 
were fent; and then I fhall come to 
the Progrefs of the Matter, fo as I 
{hall fhape my Difcourfe to Your 
underftanding, and that the moft 
truly { poffibly can, as well for the 
dignity of the Subje@, as to delight 
your Mind, dcefirous of all good 
Knowledges, affuring my. felf that. 
man hath in him nothing more ex- 
cellent and Jaudable, than inceflant- 
ly to deftre Learning, either by means 
of Hiftories, or by the Obje@s of 
thirgs themielves, or by the courfe 
and Experience of Affairs.For the Spi- | 
r.tof Man, though Rude and untur- | 
nifhed,is greatly adorned and embel- 
lifhed, when from the beginning it 


delighteth to Tafte and Relifh thofe | 
oth 


ct 
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of the Septuagint. 3 
moft nourifhing, fair, worthy, and ex- 
cellent things that may conduct him 
Dy an infallible courfe, to follow 
Piety and right Reafon. 

We therefore fearching with grea MH) 
curiofity into the Knowledge of Di- | 
vine things,could not ee at them ; i» | 
as not unde: ‘ftanding the Divine Law 
without being inte “preted and ren- 

dred into our familiar tongue, for 
-which caufewe und ous togo Am- 
bafladour to one only Per fon, who 
amongtt his fellow Citizens and o- 
thers, for franknels and great wor th 
was in the moft eteem; and who 
only did great Honour and Profit to 
the Citizens, he converfed with, but 
alfo to all other fews, of what other 
place, or whence foever. 
Being then well informed, that 
they had the Divine Law writ- 
ten in Hebrew Characters, in skins : 
-of Parchment, we were joyful to 1 
-accept this charge given us by the | 
King; as alfo for that the Colonies 
of the Captive Fews here defired the hee 
B 2 fame ce 


4 The Hiftory 


fame above all things of the world, 
who had been hither led by the 
Kings Father, that had reduced 
into his Obedience the City of Feru- 
falem, and all the Countrey ad- 
jacent. 

But fince we are faln to make 
mention of that matter, it will not 
be impertinent to give you light in- | 
to the whole Difcourfe, that there- 
-by you may take your meafures bet- 
ter, knowing well that it will be 
more advifable carefully to in- | 
form you how to addrefs your felf to’ 
the fervice of God Reverently, than. 
to travel in the fearch of Humane | 
Laws or Actions, be they never 
fo juft. Which Inclination you 
have fufficiently manifefted, fince 
from an Ifle fo far remote, you are | 
come to this Country to fee thofe | 
things that may ferve to the cul- | 
tivating of your Mind, with-{ 
out Regard to any place What | 
foever. 


{ 


oe — 


of the Septuagint. 5 
I have therefore here reduced to 


Writing: Firft, what hath feemed 
to me worthy of Memory, touch- 


ing the Nation of the Fews, as I 


have in fome meafure underftood 


from the Learned and Wife Priefts: 


of Egypt: to the end that by this 
means I might aid and encreafe by 
{ome means Your knowledge: For 


we ought to have in Remembrance. 


what good we have received from 


othes ; and particularly to fhew all’ 


gratitude to thofe who relate to us: 


And principally You, who have’ 
knowledge of Vertue, deriving from: 
your Brother, not only Refemblance, . 
Proximity of Blood; and Lineage, but: 
thofe thofe Principles that excite you. 
with the fame impetuofity of Cou-. 
rage,to attain the Honour,Glory,and. 
Beauty of Vertue ; afluring my {elf 
that neither the admiration of Gold, 
or Riches, nor the appearance of 


any things more precious,conduce to 
any thing but vain-glory ; neither 


will they yield youany fuch fruit as. 
by. 3. we: 
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we may gather from Knowledge, 
Education, and confideration of 
good Difcipline. 

For the reft, to the end it may 
not feem that we make thew of 
oftentation in being prolix in this 
Preface, we will return to our pur- 


pofe, from whence we have wan- 
dered. 


Demetrius Phalerius, Matter of 
the Kings Library, after the beft care 
he could, giving order to purchafe. 
Books from all Parts of the World: 
And employing for that purpofe, 
great numbers of Perfons, as Factors, - 
difperfed in many places, who had 
in. charge to buy and_ tranfcribe 
them; they fo doing, and that with 
Diligence, the defign of the King 
was accomplifhed and executed, at 
leaft in the beft manner that was 
poffible. See 

For the King. asking him, in 
our Prefence,- how many thou-. 


fand 
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fand Volumes he had collected for 
his Library ; he anfwered, for 


the prefent he had no more than 
'two hundred thoufand, and he 


hoped e’re long to have to the num- 
berofscoocoo. But Sir (faid he ) 
J have underftood that the Laws of 
the Fews deferve to be Copied and 


| Tranflated, and to have place in 


your Library : And what hinders it, 
anfwered the King, that they be not? 


have you not all things to ferve you 
convenient for that purpofe ? De- 
_metrius Anf{wered, thatit was ne- 


| cefflary that. thofe Laws fhould be 
| Tranflated and Interpreted : be- 
 caufe the Fews had in ufe a Chara- 


| 
| 


cer peculiar to -their Language , 
far different from the Agyptians , 
adjufting and accommodating their 
Letters to the Tone of the Voice, 
and that they were much decei- 
ved, who held they fpake the Sy- 
rian Tongue: for their manner of 
Speech was far diftant. To which 
the King replied, that he would 

B 4 write 
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write to the High Prieft of the Fews 
to the end that all might be obtained 
which was requifite, to bring this 
matter to an iffue, as Demetrius re 
quired. 
Then it cameto my mind, that 
a fair opportunity prefented for 
the freedom of all the ews which 
his Father Prolomeus Lagus had led 
Captive from fFudea into Egypt. For 
whofe enlargement ‘he had often en- 
treated Sofidius the Tarentine, and 
Andrea Captain of the Guard to the 
Kings Body. For. thefe two Com- 
manding in the Army, had reduced 
to obedience all that were in Syria 
and \Phenicia, filling all thofe Regi- 
ons with fear and terrour: andthén 
were the Fews fome of them led Pri- 
oners, others difpofed in manner of 
Colonies, in fuch numbers, as there 
were brought into_£zypr to the num- 
ber of r09000 men, of whom were 
chofen well near 30000 effeGtive, 
who were eftablifhed as the Guard of 
the Province. 


of the Septuagint. 6: 
True it is, before that time, many: 
had been fent with the Perfans and 
other Companies that were com-- 
manded againft the K; of Aithiopia- 
under the leading of Pfammiticke:but 
thofe that were there, were not of fo 
great number as thofe which were led 
away only by Prolomeus Lagus. For 
(as we have faid) he train’d to Arms. 
all thofe whom Age or Ability fhew’d 
to be proper, and allthe reft of the 
People, as well Children, as Old 
men and Women, he made ufe of 
for Colonies, determining with him- 
felf, that if at any time his men of 
War grew infolent, becaufe none 
could furpafs them in courfe or ne- 
ceffity of War, he had means to. 
check their prefumption, by fuch as 
mught be drawn from thefe Colonies. 
Now. then feeking an occafion to 
_ bring about the Liberty of thefe poor 
men (as I have formerly faid ) and: 
having found my opportunity, 
opened my defire to the King, pros. 
bofing after this manner. . 
B >) 7 he 
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' The Propofition of Arifteus to King 
| - Ptolomeus Philadelphus, for the 
delivery of the Jews.. 


T is nothing ftrange, my Gra- 

cious Lord and Soveraign,ifmany 

times it happen, thatthofe very Af 
fairs which we manage, thwart and 
run counter to our Proceedings: for 

ail the Nations of the fews. have one 
and.the fame Law, which we defire 
tobe ours, not only Copied, butalfo 
“‘Tranflated into. the Greek Tongue. 
How then expect you to. fucceed 

in this Affair, when the greateft 
part of them are here in your 
Kingdom. kept Prifoners? unlefs it 
may pleafe Your Auguft and Ge- 

A nerous. Spirit to. requeft their Ho- 
\_ ly Books, after you. have. reftored 
\ to free’ Liberty thofe who live here 
\ an great calamity and preflure, ha- 
\ Ving before all things Regard to.that 

q od who makes. your Kingdom 
fg ‘urih, and hath crowned You with 

, great 
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great profperity : which is the fame 
Godthathath giventhem that Sacred 
Law which we defire to have. For 
they worfhip that God who hath 
Made and Created all things, and is 
the very fame, whofe wonderful 
Works all Mankind fee and admire, 
though fome not fo clearly as others: ; 
for ( Sir.) We and others ‘Call him 
Fupiter, and not without reafon , 
for it hath fo feemed good to our An- 
ceftors, becaufe by him are Procre- 
ated and live-all Creatures > the fame 
alfo they: efteem the Directer and 
and Governour of the Univerie. 
And although he holds all Mortais: 
in Subjection, neverthelefs he ne- 
ther fruftrates nor difappoints tlic: 
Prayers and Vows of thofe, who il- 
luminated with, Spiritual Light, im- 
plore his aid. . 
We then ought humbly to defire 
that he would incline our hearts ‘to: 
fuch good refolutions, as to do good,, 
and that freely to every one, and 
efpecially to deliver and free: thofe: 
that 
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that indute Slavery and Bondage: 
for that fince Mankind: is.the Work 
and Creation of God, who hath 
power to turn the heart and bend 
it which way it pleafeth him. We mae. 
ny times after different Methods de-. 
fire it would pleafe him to lead us to 
a Perfection of Goodnefs, as the prin-- 
cipal Ruler of all Hearts and Spirits. 
By this acknowledgment, I con-. 
ceive great hopes- to confummate: 
this Affair, principally, becaufe I’ 
know God tobe favourable: to. thofe: 
that pray for things Reafonable and 
Equitable. For when men fet them-- 
felves wholly to feek and-accomplifh: 
what hath a-tendency to Juftice and. 
Perfection of Geodnefs, God the- 
Lord ofall things condu@s: and: ad-- 
cxefleth their AQionsand AffeQions. 
to blefled & happy Effects and Ends. 
__ The King, then as fomething gain-- 
ed; with a contented. Countenance- 
faid to Andrea, How many are there: 
of the  Fems. detained Captive > 
He antwered. in’ few words, tote 
than: 
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than rococo; Itis a fmall Requeft 
then faid the King, -Ari/feus requires: 
of us, Soféius and fome others then 
there prefent anfwered, It isa thing. 
(Sir) worthy Your Grandeur and 
Generofity, to make an agreeable: 
Prefent to God by their Delive-. 
rance, in. teftification of your Thanks 
and Acknowledgement,and fince the 
Governour of Heaven and Earth 
hath raifed: you toa greater Height 
than all your Predeceflors,it isbut jut. 
that you make thusa greater & more 
folemn Expreffion of-your Thanks. 
The King then difpofed to Ban- 
-quetting and paftimes ina fuil Feaft, 
and Afflembly of his. Nobles, com-- 
’ manded that the fews fhould be all 
fearch’d out, atid that every man of. 
them fhould' be redeemed for the: 
fumm of 20 Drachms 
by pole, and to confirm eee 
the fame, that his E- pence, that is,. 
dis fhould be iffued, 3 Pound: d. 
and that herein all the iy stab 
difpatch. and readinefs 
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fhould be expreffed that was péffi- 
ble. _ And fo it feemed that God ae- | 
complifhed and brought. to pafs our 
defires, for he pleafed to put it into | 
the heart of the King to fet at Liber- 
ty, not only thofe that by the Ar- 
my of the King his Father were led 
Captive into gypt) but. alfo all 
others that before or fince, had been 
carried Prifoners into gypt, by 
_ what means foever: the 
pe meas fumm then of thofe that — 
Crovvns. were freed, amounted — 
to 400 Talents. 
_ Moreover, J hold it not befide my 
purpofe to fend you the Copy and 
‘Tenour of the Edidt, whereby you 
may underftand the greatnefs of the 
Aittempt,and. the franknefs and graci- 
ous Inclinations of the King, who 
hath been moved by the Goodnefs of _ 
God for the Salvation of Many. 


The 
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The Editt of King Ptolomeus Phila- 
delphus , for the delivery of the 
- Jews. 


E Will and Command alf 
| thofe that took up: Arms 
under our deceafed Father, through 
the Countrey of Syria, and Pheuicia, 
entring the Land of fudea, and 
there taking the fews and leading 
them Prifoners, having impofed 
them their Tasks and Employments 
in Town and Country, that they 
fhall deliver and reftore. them to 
full Liberty : Moreover, we Will that 
all the Jews that either before or 
fince have been taken and led away, 
in what fafhion or, manner foever, 
fhall be delivered frank and free, 
for the ranfome we have fet, that 
is to fay, twenty drachms. for 
every head; which fumm, the 
men of War fhall receive from the 
Fond of the Staple and Stores of 
Victuals, and the reft shall be recei- 


ved. 
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ved from the Allowance of the Kings 
Table, or be Referved : For we are 
duely informed that thofe fews were 
appointed and led away: Prifoners 
againft the Will-of our deceafed 
Father, and againft right: Reafon: 
And that:by the boldnefs and info-. 
lence of the Men of War, they were 
carried into £gypt, and their: 
Countrey wafted and laid defolate ;. 
when it was fufficient to have the 
men ot War of the faid Countrey 
under their power, and all the Pro-. 
vince reduced to obedience. 
Intending then to do and render ~ 
Right to every one Univerfally, and. 
efpecially to thofe who receive injury 
from the unjuft Power of others, 
Moreover, to fearch’ diligently and 
particularly into all things that con-- 
cern Right and Equity, and to prefer 
Piety and Religion before all things. 
Our Will and Pleafure is; that all 
Fews whatfoever, being bond and © 
Slaves within thisRealm,in what part 
foever they be foutid, be it in the 
Colonies. 
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Colonies or elfewhere, or be it in 
whatfoever manner they were 
brought into our Kingdom, fhall be 
Delivered, Enfranchifed, and fet at 


Liberty ; for we are pleafed it fhall 
_ be fo Done. 


Andto the end that no Perfon 


_ fhall be interefled, or reccive dam- 


mage, we Command that three days 
after the Publication of this prefent 
Edia&, every one whom it doth con- 


cern, fhall bring before us their Re- 


quefts, containing the number of 
heads thatevery one hath fet at Li- 
berty. For fo it pleafeth us to have it, 
for the profit of Us, and our Kingdom: 

Declaring further, that the Goods 
of thofe who are not obedient to this 


our Edict, fhall be forfeited and Con- 


fifcate : And we give liberty to who- 
foever will, to accufe and inform a- 
eainft their Contumacy or Contempt 


of our Will and Pleafure. 


This Edict being written, com- 
pleated, and brought to the King, to 


know if his pleafure were it ae 
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be Publifhed in this manner, or that 
he would Correét,and fo Approve it. 
When he perceived that thefe words, 
viz. And thofe that before. and fince 
had been led prifoners, were wanting, 
he inferted them out of his Goodnefs. 
and Bounty. He then made’ the 
of money prefently to be doubled to 
his Treafurer and Officers of his 
Finances. 

Which Diftribution was dif 
patched in the fpace of feven days. 
And there was defrayed well near 
fix hundred and fixty thoufand Ta- 
lents ; for there were founda great 
number of Children with jtheir 
mothers, who were all fet at Liber- 
ty, and for every head of theirs, was 
payed by the Kings Command, 
twenty Drachms: Which was dif-. 
charged by the King, to his great 
Content and Satisfaction. 

After all was done, hé com- 
manded Demetrius, by courfe of 
eftate, to deliver him the number of: 
the “Hebrew Volumes. For with 
thefe 
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thefe Kings it isin ufe to comprife 
all things in Ediéts, and to fignifie 
nothing, be it never fo {mall a bufi- 
nefs, without Writing ; as well for 
preater State and Ceremony, as 
-alfo that Belief may more certainly 
_ be given thereto. 3 
Therefore to the end you may, 
as it were, have all before your Eyes, 
I will here infert the Tenour and 
Copy of the Requeft made to the 
King, by Demetrius, and the Epiftles 
_ which were fent for thofe that were 
franchis'd ; fo as you may fee the 
number, and of what Quality they 
were; andaccording to the Trades 
and Profeffions by which they were 
diftinguifht, and how they were 
Regiftred and inrolled. The Copy 
of Demetrius his Requeft to the King, 
was this. 


The 
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The Requef? of Demetrius Phalerius 
to the King Ptolomeus Philadel- 
phus.. 


Reat Sir, Since it hath pleafed 
you to give me Command 

to fearch in all places for all man» 
ner of Books, to replenifh and 
adorn your Library: I have thought 
it fit and neceflary that we procure 
and get the Books of the Fewi/b Laws, 
and fome others, that we are yet 
wanting and unfurnifh’d of, and be- 
caufe the faid Books of the fews are 
Written in Hebrew Characters, pecus 
liar and beft known to the fews a- 
Jone, and therefore not yet fallen in- 
to your Royal hands, neverthelefs, 
that they may be gained and ranked 
among{t your other Volumes, part- 
ly for the Wifdom contained 
therein; partly for their Subli- 
mity and Divine height. of mat- 
ter, of which Poets. and’ Hifto-- 
rians make often mention, as ve-- 


} 
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| ry profitable to inftruct to good 


manners , to form and addrefs 
the Republick into the faireft fhape 


of Government, by reafon of the - 


Dignity of men therein menti- 
oned , the Dignity of matters 
therein treated sas™ Fle-  * Scripft li- 
cateus Abderita plainly brum i Te 
teftifieth. is, tefte Suida. 
Thefe things ferioufly confidered, 
( Great King it would do well, 
may it pleafe you to write to -Feru- 


falem,and to the High Prieft there, 


that he would fend you Six men of 
every Tribe or Line, and that they 
be fuch as are of good Parts and 
Quality, of venerable Age, beft ac- 
quainted and Versd in their own 
Law, that being all able Tranflators, 
they may with Judgment choicely 
fele& and cull that courfe of Expref- 
fion which may be ofa pieceand Har- 
monioufly agreeing amongft them- 
felves. And this done (great Sir ) 
fhall hope you may accomplith a 
courfe worthy of fo excellent a De- 

hen 
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fien, and at lJaft fuiting well with 
with your Defire. | 

The King having read thisRequeft, 
ordered Letteis fhould be drawn) 
and fent to Eleazar the High Preift, 
about this matter: In which were 


fienified to him the Deliverance of 
the Jews from their Captivity. 


With the Letter, he ordained alfo to: 


be made ready Cups, Veflels, and 
a Table of pureGold, with fiity Ta- 
lents of Gold, and feventy. of Sil- 
ver, for Oblations there to be offered, 
with many preciousJewels and {tones 
of very great value: Command- 
ing the Gold-fmiths to finifh thefe 
things with all fpeed, and the money 
in Talents for the Oblations to be 
raifed forthwith... And becaufe you 
fhall at large underftand the Kings 
alacrity in this Affair, [fend you 


-here the Copy of the Letter’ the 
King Writ, whereof the Tenour: is 


as followeth, 


King 


\ 
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Xing Ptolomeus Philadelphus to Elea- 
 zer, High Prieft of the Jews. 


Onfidering the great Multitude 

of Fews inhabiting within our 
Territories, (of whom fome have 
been led trom Fersfalem in the 
times when the Perfiazs had the 
Power, and others followed our de- 
ceafed moft honourable Lord and Fa- 
ther, being joyned with him, where- 
of many were received into his pay 

| -and ranked as his Souldiers, and Mi- 
ilitary Men: the moft faithful and 
| trufty of which were eftablithed in 
| the ftrongeft Forts for Garrifons, 
| by that means to curb the info- 
| dences of the Egyptians. ) We fince 
| being come to the Crown , and ha- 
| ving fingular Inclinations to exercife 
| Liberality and Munificence towards 
| all Perfons, and particularly to the 
| Citizens; have inffanchifed and 
| det ar Liberty more than a hundred 


' e a ‘“ of Ve 
| thoufand, ordaining that out of 


cur 
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our Money a juft ranfome fhould be 


payed to all thofe that held them 
Prifoners, valuing every head at a 


certain rate, as defiring to go- 


vern with Reafon, and to reftore 
them to Peace and tranquillity , 
whom the Impetuofity, Crueity, 
and Diforder of War hath difturb’d 
and diverted from Rightand Equity. 
In which we think to have done a 
good and pious act and a work grate- 
ful to the great God for all the great | 
favours received of his hands, ma- 
king him this Offering, for ha- 
ving fignalized above all the world 
this our Kingdom with a moft flou- 
rilhing Peace, Tranquillity, and 
eminent Renown. 

And fuch others as have been 
Slaves and Bondmen in our Army, 
we have appointed Souldiers in our 
Militia, and thofe that have been 
found more worthy for their Faith 
and Fidelity, we have made Com- 
manders, and preferred them to 
our Court, 


Fur- 
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Further, becaufe it is our defire 
) they and all others of yes Nation, 
‘ {pread and {cattered throughout the 
) Univerfe, may be thankful for our 
ifavours : we have refolved to 
‘ caufe your Law Wtitten in Hebrew 
p } Letters , to ‘be Tranflated into 
the Greek Language ; and that our 
‘| Royal Library be adorned there- 
with, as it is with other Books : 
yyou will do well then as a thing 
‘i very agreeable to us, and anfwering 
jour Defign and Intention, if you 
| clect out of every ‘Tribe or “Line of 
your Nation, fix of the moft Aged 
| Perfons, and fuch as. fhall be found 
lof the beft Breeding and Suflicience, 
yand of greateft Authority inthe 
Service of the Law, and that have 
I the beft Style in Writing to make 
|this Tranflation : for fo will the 
| Truth thereof be better and more 
jeafily gathered, if the’ Set of 
|Anterpreters be men of mature 
| Judgement, and well exercifed in 
| the Law: well weighing that to 
C effet 
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effeé well and: worthily fuch an 


Interpretation and Tranflation : it is 


needful there fhould be Pains, curi- 


ous Study and Reflection, which 
may be found in. the: endeavours of 
Many who are more fharp, more fub- 
tile, and more difcerning than One 
alone. | 

Moreover, we judge that by the 
accomplithing fo great a work, 
there will redound to us great 
Honour and Glory. 

For this caufe therefore we have 
fent unto you, Andrea, Captain of 
the Guard, and Ariffeus, men, of 
Honourable place in our Court, 
who have Commiffion on our part 
to prefent you with Jewels for your 
facrifices, and an Hundred Talents 
of Silver for other ufes. 

Herein you will give us great 
content and pleafure, and exprefs a 
courtefie refenting Amity, if you 
have need ofany thing, to require it 
for we will not fail to furnifh and 
accommodate you therewith imme- 
diately. | To 


| 


: 
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To which Epiftle Eveazar anfwer- 
ed as follows. 


Fleazar, the High Prieft, to King 
Ptolomeus Philadelphus, our mofé 
illuftrious Friend, 


F you are well (Sir) and the 
Queen Arfinoe, and my Lady 
your Sifter, and my Lords, your 


“Children ,God be praifed ; for “health 


‘| i$ athing to be defired, and acknow- 


ledged as due.unto him, who is Gi- 

ver thereof: As for us,we are in good 

profperity, praifed be the Giver. 
We have received your Let- 


) ters, which brought us great Con- 
tent, by reafon of your Counfel, 


Enterprife, and Defign; as alfo for 
the love and good will you bear us. 
Having received them, we made 
a great Aflembly of the People, to 
whom in along Difcourfe, we have 


} made known your’ Liberality to- 


wards our Nation, and expofed to 
C 2 view 
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view your Prefents.and Oblations, 


tothe end they fhould underftand 


your holy Affection and Piety to- 
wards our God. 


Shewing publickly. the €wenty 


‘Vellels and Viols of Gold, the thirty 


of Silver, which you:have-fent, the 


five cups of Gold, with the Table 
.of proportion, and the hundred Ta- 


lents of Silver, to be employed for 


ternal beauty, and-excelleney of Be- 


the Victims and other ufes requifite — 
to the Priefis:. Which Jewels were. 
tous prefented.by Azdrea-one- of 
your Princes, and Arzfleus : Perfons’ 
‘truly. worthy of note, both for.ex- 


haviour and condition, as alorare | 
Knowledge; briefly, Lords worthy 


in all things of your Converfation 


and Juftice, by whom we have been 


fully informed of your ‘will and in- 
tention,agreeing with the Tenour of 
your Letters. 


Wherefore we will wholly fet our 


felves to endeavour to accomplifh 


your defire: For although it ‘be a 


diffi 


i 


effect, yet for the Times to come it 


~ 


{will be an Argument of our, great 
| Confederation and Amity + For you 
have obliged our Citizens with a 


great, and as it were, an in inefti- 


_| mable Beneficence. Whereupon we 


“| have offered to God the Sacrifice of 


, Thankfgiving for you , your Sifter 


Children, “and Friends; and the 
whole multitude of people hath pray- 
ed to God for your Profperity, and 
that it will pleafe him “to addrefs 
your affection in all your Adts; and 
that Godthe Ruler of all things, 
will make’ your Realm to: flourifh, 
and increafe’ in’ Peace and Glory: 
And that the Franflation-of the Sa- 
cred Law, may redound unto your 
Profit and Advantage. 

After. thefe Sacrifices were ac- 
complifhed, all the People being’ to- 
gether; we chofe :Perfons of bet- 
ter Rank, and’ men of Honour 


and of good Life and Report, be- 


ing Six of every Tribe or Line , 
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' |difficult thing to bring well to perfect 


C 3 which : 
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which we have fent to you, with 
the Holy Law, which was left us, 
by the Infpired Writer Mofes. Be it 
your pleafure ( Sir ) to return them 
us, after the Tranflation of the 
Books fhall be compleated. 


Thefe are the Names of thofe that were 
chofen from all the Lines and ‘Tribes 
of the Jews to go to “Egypt, to 
maxe the firft Tranflation'ef the Fo~ 
ly Bible, or Law of Mofes. 


Of the firft Zribe. 
Ofephus, Ezechias, Zacharias, 
F cannes, Ezechias, Helifeus. 

Of the fecond. 
Fudas, Simon, Somoelus. 
Adeus, Mathias, Efchemias. 

Of the third. 
Nehemias, Fofephus, Theodofius, 
Bafeas,. Ornias, Dacis, 

Of the fourth. 
Fonathas, Auxeus, FTelifeus, 

_ <linanias, Chebrias, Sacheus, 


Of 
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Of the fifth. 
| Fafacus, Facobus, Fefus, 
| Cabateus, Simon, Leuis. 
| Of the fixth. 
| Fudas, Fofephus, Simon, 
Zacharias, Somelus, Selemias. 
: Of the feventh. 
| Sabbatens, Fafon, Fefus, 
Theodotus, ‘foannes, ‘fonatkas. 
| The eighth. 
| Theodofius, Fafon, Fefus, 
Theodotus, foannes, Fonathas. 
The ninth. 
Theophilus, Abrahamus, Arfamus, 
Fafon, Endemias, Danielus. 
The tenth. 
Hieremias, Eleazarus, Zacharias, 
Baneas, Helifius, Datheus. 
The eleventh. 
Samuel, Fofepbus, Fudas, 
foathes, Chabel, Defitheus. 
The twelfth. . 
Lfaelus, Foannes, Theodoftus, 
Arfamenus, Abzethas, Ezecelus. 
Number of all 72. 
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Such was the Anfwer to the Lets 
ters of the King. 


mR 7Ow I. will declare to you 
| WN the moft fuccin@ly I can pof- 
fible, the beauty and! workmanthip 
of the things we found in Ferufalem, 
being with Aleazar ; and thofe alfo- 
which were ‘fent to him: for 
all was wrought with fingular “Art, 
and of moft exquifite beauty:; the- 
King being therein: fo ‘careful and 
intent to perform abundantly all 
that was neceflary for finifhing fo 
extraordinary: Work, that of his 
own proper motion he went and- 
came, vifiting every one of the. 
Mafter-workmen and Goldfmiths , 
whom he kept fo clofe’ to their 
bufinefs, that he permitted them. - 
no. idle time for Sport or Debauches. 


Of 


of ‘the Septuagint. 


Of the Prefents fent ‘unto Eleazer ; 
Chief Prieft of the Jews, by King - 
Ptolomeus Philadelphus. 3 


And firft of the Table’ of Gold. 


| WT. behoveth then, that -firftt we 
. defcribe the Table, for it was a 
work of admirable luftre: The 

King defiring to fhew theréin 2 Ma- 

{ter-piece of Work: wherefore’ he 

demanded the meafure and dimen- - 

fion of the Table which was in the - 
| Temple of Ferufalem, and the orna- - 
| ments-of the fame. When he knew 
| the meafure, he asked if they would 
| receive a greater. And being an- 
| fwered by fome of the Priefts and - 
| others; if there where’ no let, a: 
| Preater might have place there. 

The King then replyed, that he 
intended to give one five times big- 
ser than that was .there; provided | 
that might not'be inconvenient for 
the Priefts, by its ‘difproportionable ° " 
1. 5 quan: i ' 
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quantity. Further, confideration 


cought not only to: be had of the | 
' Receit and Capacity of the Place,but — 


alfo of its Accommodation to the Sa- 
crifices thereon to be prepared, and 


that he was not without confidera- 
tion, that the fews had not made 


that. which they then had in their 
Temple of fo {mall fize for penury 
and.want of Gold: for when it was 
made, they abounded in all Wealth 
and. Riches: but that it feemed to 
him.they hado proportioned it from 
fome reafon of a perfect Dimenfion. 

Therefore his Opinion was, that 
the Prefent would not be well and 
duly formed, if the Table he intend- 


ed to make, were Longer or Higher 


than the Other. Therefore foreca- 


fting in his Thoughts, which were: 


clear and ready to weigh every thing 


with good judgement: he gave it 


in charge to the Goldfmiths that 
were moft ingenious, and of beft ca- 


pacity, to finifh and accomplifhthe 


Bufinefs,engraven and. adorned with 
all: 


Pt 
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all poffible Variety : commanding 
that thofe who wrought in the Bor-. 
ders, Raifings, Floweries, Wrap- 
pings, Entortilations, and tuch like; 
fhould amufe thernfelves only for 
Beautifying and Decoration: and. 
what was. to be plain, fhould anfwer 
tothe Meafure and Dimenfion, and 
that in all thefe things they fhould. 
be exquifitely Careful. 

This Table was two Cubits large;. 
and a Cubit and a halfin height, nor 
are you to think it was covered with 
Plates of Gold fuperficially for it was 
made all of folid, maffie, pure, and 
fine Gold; round. about it was. 2. 
Crown of twelve fingers large, 
wrapped with Barrs of Gold and 
other pretty Works in fair paflages, 
in manner of little threds, and en- 
terlaced with little cords. retiring. to 
the Canetils, 2 work. very fhining, 
and polifhed of the three fides, for 
the Table was made in a Triangular 
form, and on every fide wrought. of 
the fame fafhion -. fo that. on wile 
11d@: 
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fide foever one ftood it appeared to: 
be but one Frontifpiece and one: 
Face. For. if you came to bee. 
hold it on-one fide, the plain of 
the Table by the Crown with which 

it wasbordered , difcovered to your-| 
eyesa moft refplendant Beauty very | 
admirable, and the outward work. 

with the Rays and Splendour of the. 
two Squares fo dazled the eyes, | 
that one could fcaree behold it; for-| 
the ‘Table as wehave faid, was Tri-. | 
angular, and fhewed with one and: 
the fame Frorit and Superficies on 
which fide foever you turned. 

t was alfo inchafed with precious 
Stones faftned by Golden Buttons ty-. 
ed with Loops,and thefe Stones were - 
wrought fo naturally within one a- 
nother, that they fhewed a String 
and Wreathing of fuch Subtilty,that 
to any ones thinking it was not poi 
fible to be*imitated. And. thofe. 
Stones were fupported and ftayed — 
by Buckics and Clafps of Gold for 
more firmnefs, and the Joints and 
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Connextures of Squares made with. 
fo great Art, knit and interwoven 


one within another,to keep fure and 


} joyn all the work, that in behol-. 
| ding them the Art was {carce difcer-.. 


‘nable. | 

Moreover; in the great Compafs 
ofthe Crown. that environed the 
Table by the afpect above, there 
was a row of Stones in fafhion of lit- 
tle Ovals that were riveted,and lockt 
togeéther,and filed with little wreaths 
of Gold which raifed the- luftre: 
and thefe Oval Stones were thick 
fet the one with the other: and the 
whole Table was as it were-encircled 
with this thread of Ovals. A little 
above this Chain of wreathed Stones 
the Mafter Goldfmiths had laboured 
a Girdle of Flowers, and Clufters of 
all Fruits, interlaced and follow- 
ing together fo well, that by their 
eminent rifings amongft the Bofles 
of the encircling Crown, you might 
fee Grapes cluftered together; Hars 
of Corn, Dates, Apples, Olives, 

i Rofes 
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Rofes, and many fuch like ; a- 
mong{t which many Precious {tones 
fetand wrought in Gold in their Co- 
lour and Form, intheir trueand na- | 
tural Refemblance;reprefenting thofe | 
Fruits with admirable Art. And with 
this Adornment the Cornifhes and 
Frontifpiece of the Table were enrich- 
ed all round ; and fo was this Work of | 
Fruits correfponding with the Oval | 
Stones abovefaid. 
To all thefe Decorations are joined | 
other burnifhed Works, cut in Sculp-. | 
ture; andin part with wreaths and 
Verges of Gold, beautifying all the 
Circuit of the Table : So-that from | 
the two parts which prefented them-._ 
felves to the fight, with the Beauty 
of the Crown to the place where 
{tood the feet of the Table, cne 
might feea. like Beauty, and curiofi- 
ty of folding; ftill full of luftre 
which part foever of the Table were 
turned. 
They made the Plate of all 
the Table folid- and madlie, of the 
thick-. 
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| thicknefs of four fingers : to the end 
} that they might more firmly and 
| fixtly. bind in the feet and treffles 
| to fupport it ftrongly. _ 

Thefe feet were fafined to the 
Crown without being — perceived 
how, and were firmly joined with 
| Buckles and Clafps: in fuch manner 
that the Table might be fupported 
and: well fixt which way foever the 
‘Fable were turned, and yet ftill fhi- 
ning to the eye. In the Superficies 
hereof was reprefented in a, fair 
work the Floud of Meander, run 
ning with its circuits, returns, and 
- windings; in the Channel of which, 
one might fee a Splendour of precious 
Stones, reprefenting its rowling 
waves, which Wreath was of €ar- 
‘buncles, Emeralds, Agats, and all 
other forts of Precious Stones, fpark- 
ling with their native Luftre. 

Near to this Floud there was an 
interlaced Work as a Wreath. of 
Hair, (a thing admirable to be- 
hold) fhewing, in its afpect a Geo- 
metrick 
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mietrick Figure, made of Criftal and 
Amber, and this Figure was a So- 
lid Square, whereof all the Squares 
were equal, and the Angles of the 
four fides oblique. In this polifhed 


Figure was fhewed the forms of — 


the Beholders, as in a fair Mirrour. 
For the reft, the Ingenious hand 
of the Mafter workmen had made 
the feet of the Table ‘like Flower- 
de-luces, of which the Flowers tur- 
ning fhell-like backwards, fuftained 
the Table; the faid Flower-de-luces 
thick with leaves, {prouting up as 
from within: the foot was fuftain- 
ed and frayed in this manner, 

There. was a Stone: of a Carbun- 
cle, of: which the leneth was 
twelve fingers; having the form of 
a Rock made in a Précipice, and 


had about eight fingers in breadth: - 


and upon this ftone was born up all 
the burthen and weight of the Tref- 


fle. Upon ‘this. rifes up a Lyre or» 


Herbftring, which twining © about 


the enclofure of a Vine, embraced it - 
even. 
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veven to the top, the Grapes hang- 
| ing-about oncevery fide: In this Ta- 
' ble were four feet alike in difpofiti- 


| on and proportion of workmanfhip, 


and of all four was one felf-fame per- 


fpeGive : and fo well were thefe 
things accompliflred and perfected, 
with admirable SkillandContrivance, 


of men Inventive’ and Ingenious ; 
that not only the afpect of things 
true was madeas it were falfe and 
delnfory to thé eyes, but alfo one 


| might hear the leaves rattle by ftir- 
ving of a little wind moving them 


one againft another: fo were all 


| things laboured even as it were to 


the Life and Nature, every thing 
fhaping a lively Image of what it 
was defigned to reprefent. 
Moreover, the Treffles of the Table 
were contrived moveable, and to 
be removed on all fides; where- 
in. there was a Secret of Workman-. 
fhip which could not be feen. or 
perceived for the Greatnefs of the 
Work: and by the means of certain 
Clafps,.. 
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Clafps, all was to be removed toge- 
ther although no one could perceive 
either Crevis, Joint, or Rivet: 
For the Table was no more than a 
Cubitand a half big in all, yet there- 
upon, was great Expence beftowed, 
and many Talents employed. 

For after the King had refolved 
not to exceed: the Meafure and 
Size of that which was in Ferufalem, 
all that he: determined to lay out 
upon one much gréater, was em- 
ployed, and much more, inthe De- 
coration of this: Thus all was done 
with great Skill and Defign, and 
was very admirable and extraordi- 
nary, according to the Kings with 
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W Of the Veffels, Cups, and Viols of Gold. 


q He two Cups from the foot to 


> 


De 


the middle, were cut all in 
a fcaly work ; and betwixt every 
two Scales, riveted with Precious 


Stones, the radiant fhine whereof, 
caft fuch a reflection to the Eyes, 


that it wounded the fight with a 
Glory. The Tower of thefe Cups 


was girt with a Sculpture of the 


Flood of Meander, of the height of 


a Cubit ; all incompafled and inter- 
laced with variety of Stones, of in- 
eftimable beauty and value. Near 


the Flood, there was a trefs of hairs 
of Gold, with tufts joined together 
from the Bowl above to the bot- 


tom, being fpread in clear ways like 


a net of Thred : Inthe middle parts 
whereof were to be feen many Pre- 
cious Stones, difpofed in the form 
and figure of a Scutchion, amongft 
which there ‘was only a Space or 


Interval of four fingers; whofe Splen- 
dour 


dour made the Grace of the Work 
More agreeable. to: the Eye’: upon 
the lips and border of the Cups 
there was! a. Crown: interlaced 
with F lower-de-Luces, ‘bunches of 
Grapes ,  intermixt® one with ano-: 
ther, and wreathed like Cordage’, 
and fo running reund: Lhefe Cups. 
thus wrought” with! ' mof rich 
Workmanthip, held more than: two: 
Mettrets. 
But the Fankards 6f Silvey were 
yet adorned and decorated’ with: 
much more Beauty > in’ full’ work 
and polifh: for within they were fo. 
refplendant, that: one might fee all: 
things. more’ to’ the ‘life than in’a? 
Mirrour. And it is: not poffible to 
tell how the fi@ares Of aff things: 
were reprefented' to the hfe; by the 
Polth ‘and fparkling brightneg of 
them,. which were fo radiant and 
fhining, that i£ ‘you fet one of the 
Silver’ Cups by ne ‘of the’ Gold, 
then one of the Silver, and {0 one 
of Gold: and % followed this me- 
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thod, they made an admirable fhew, 


-and impoffible to belong lookt on; 
for they caft fuch a lightning from 
one fide to another, with rays pe- 
'netrating one anothers luftre, that 
| at-even dazled and reverberated the 
point of the Sight, fo that no foul 
was long able to behold them: For 


if you turned your Eyes to a Cup 


of Gold, they were fo encountred 


with the order ‘and fplendour of the 
works variety, and with the force of 
the light and flaming, which would 
fo {trike the point of the fight, that 
you could hardly hold them from 
twinkling, fo as you would be 
forced to turn them elfewhere, or 
mot too ‘fbeadily to: behold ‘their 
lightning: And if you Jookt upon 
one of Silver, a greater eftufion of 
Light wasfledabroad : ‘So:that your 
leyesefeized with dimnefs, ‘you were 
not able to difcern ‘throughly the 
the ftructure:and art. 

For the Veflels-and Viols of Gold, 
they were wrought with fuch de- 
fign, 
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fign, that the middles were adorn-' 
ed with clufters of Grapes, the 
Verges and Lips with bunches and 
encirclings of leaves of Myrrh and 
Olives, wreath’d together in fafhi- 
on of a Crown, about all the mouth 
parts, and all fet with Precious: 
Stones, agreeing with the fpaces 
and convenience of the diftances: So 
as, I affure you, the Mafter-work- 
men, had exprefled: their Art in im- 
bellifhing and adorning every thing, 
with an ambitious defire to orace 
the Defign, and to exalt the Magni- | 
ficence of the King : So that inall 
the Treafures, nor in all the Cabi- 
nets, nor what other thing foever, 
was not to be found any thing fo 
rich, fo fair, or fo precious, as were 
thefe Royal Works. 

For the King, who had a tender 
regard of his Honour ,. thereshad 
employed all care and diligerice, and 
prodigally lavithed his magnificence. 
For of his own accord he came of. 
ten to vifit the Works, converfing 
and 


ry 
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and mingling his advice with the 


ii) Mafter-Goldf{miths , making them 


ng 


| 
Nal 
ng 


r 
HE 
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‘change, now this, now that, accord- 


ing to his Liking. 

Likewife he forbad them exprefly, 
to ftir from their bufinefs,till all were 
finithed and compleated according 


s) to his mind, fo that all was perfect- 
ed with great Art in a moft extrdor- 


dinary manner,as well for a teftimo- 
ny of his illuftrious Excellence and 


Degree, as alfo for the Dignity of 


the High Prieft, who was of fo ho- 


.| nourablea Character,for whom thefe 


things were intended. 

Of great Value was the multitude 
of Stones, of which fome were fo 
Rare, as that they are fcarce known, 
yet being of marvellous Greatnefs, 
they amounted to the Number of 
five thoufand: And yet for all that, 
the Art was of greater value: than 


‘the Stones: And all being valued 


together, it plainly appeared that 
both Precious Stones and curious 
Workmanfhip exceeded five times 

| the 


——————— 
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the Gold therein employed, both in 
Beauty and Value. Im>fine, [hope 
what I have already Written, may 
yield you fome delight in knowing 
thefe rare and curious things, and 
the true love andingenious goodnefs 
of the King therein, 


Now that which:follows; will fet 
forth the Difcourfe of our, Journey 
to Eleazar : And becaufe you may 
at large underftand all Circum- 
~f{tances, I will deferibe to you fir 
the Province, or City of Ferufalen, 
and then the Country round it. 
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(Of the City of Hierufalem, and the 


Country round it. 


i Hen we afrived near to Hie- 
" WV rufalew, we difcovered the 

)Town,fcituate on the Mountain, in 
‘ithe hidft of the Province of Fudea, 
Bee nig thereby a farr extended Pro- 


{pet to the View. On the top of 


"the Hill is {Cituate the Temple, of 
a mot graceful Figure, and Afpe&, 
Hand very fair to the Eye : 

About the fame isaGirdleof three 
}tire of Walls raifed to the height of 
Hfeventy Cubits, and of convenient 
'thicknefsin Proportion to the height, 
which encompafsall the Temple with 
'an excellent Beauty 2 and magnificent 
“Work: The fight of the Gates, the 
Knitting and evennef of the Stones, 
| the Frontifpieces and Buttrefles, the 
faces of the Portals reprefent a beau- 
ty with great luftre and excellency 
-of Workman fhip, and one might 
plainly fee, that in all this {tru@ure 
| D there 
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there was a rich abundance of all 
things, and that no expence had been 
wanting. 

Without the the Temple, there 
was a Veil by which the Temple 
was clofed; round this Veil was 
hanged Travers from the magnifi- 
cence of the Portals, yielding a ve- 
ry plealing Spectacle 5 and princt- 
pally then, when a little Wind ro 
from the Pavement, and entring 
svithin the Veil, ran from low to 
aigh, making undulations and bil- 
lows like Wav yes, and moving de- 
lightfally with Gale S following one 
another , reciprocally and fuccef- 
five blo wing. 

Vithin the Temple there was an 
Aloe accompanied with a Chimney 


very properly and conveni ently bu iit, 
by dete te to the place for eerie 
ctimes there to Bs Seen The Stairs 
to afcend thither were fair and even- 
ly difpoted,, ; agrecabile to the Mag- 
ficence of th Place, | both for comc 

licls, as actor the eale of th Le Prielts, 


who 
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who were invefted with Garments 
of Linnen very delicateand foft. The 
, tore-part of the Temple looking to 
. the Eaft, turns the back of it to the : 
. Weft, and the {paces thereofare ad- sk 
_ galted with exact proportion, in all a 
_ dimenfion and thew a Beauty very i | 
_ excellent, and Work of good Grace, hy 
.| _ The Floor is paved with Stones, 
_ theReceptacles of the Waters which 
aflue in great Quantity for the ufe of 
_|wafhing the Victimesafter they have 
Main them, are hid in convenient 

jPlaces; for in their Feltival Dates, 
fmany thoufands of ViGims are of 


— 


ifered, by means whereof is farnith- 
jed out fo great a Quantity of Water, 
jthat one would judge there iffued 
commonly a confiderable . Spring. 
: } PIDS 
} But this is a thing yet more admira 
| ble, and almoft incredible: the great- i 
|nefs of the Conveyances of thefe | 
E und 1 
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there are Pipes of Lead clofed with- | 


“many Spouts and openings near to the 


‘to all, but only thofe who ferve the | 
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inthe Walls, drawing in all parts 
under the pavement of the Temple, 
by which the Waters void themfelves | 
after the Beafts are wafht : likewife , 


foot.of the Altar, which areunkown 


Sacrifices: and by thefe too the | 
Blood of the Offerings in like man- 


“Mer is cleanfed and carried off. 


We guefled the great quantity of 
‘Waters there fhed by this means, 
The Jews having ledusto walk out 
of the Town more than a League — 
long, they fhewed usa place, where 
‘we might hear the report of the Wa- 
ters that-ran under the Earth, 
which feemed to me to be fuch, as 


‘when one voids ‘water by whole 


‘Vuns. 
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| POUT all that is paft was asnothing » 
in refpect of the Worth, Ho- 

.| nefty, and Silence of the Priefts and 

. their Services. For without any dif- 

) ficulty they compofe themfelves to 

| their Bufinefs, every one according 
| to his Degree and Charge, without 
» ftaying for Orders: Some kindling 
| the Wood, others the Oyl, fome 
} bring the Wheat-flour;. others the 
} Aromatick Odours, othersthe Fle fh 5 
} every one fhewing hisObedience with 
} an admirable Dexterity. For taking 
ithe Calves by the Thighs, though 
| they weighed more than two Talents, 


| they lifted them on high,withan ad- ne 
| mirable fpeed, and not more hand- i 
| fomely then eafily: in fuch a i) 


fort, as they never fay!'d to fix: # 
them at firft in as good order as they 
were to continue. 

They did the fame: with the Far-. 
dels of Sheep and Goats, for all Of q 
i ee {erings, | 
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ferings, and Victims were to be with- 
out {pot and fat. | 
hi ‘Moreover, there was a place pre-| 
iw pared for their Repofe, where they! 

| - all Jay, and rofe moft willingly and 
| diligently, without being called ar 
: waked 5 and fo applied themfelves 
to their Bufinefs in their Order, one 
after another: but all with fo great 
Silence, that although they were or- 
i dinarily about. 700 Levites, with- 
: out reckning a great Troop of thofe 
that offered the Victims, yet it feem- 
ed as if they all had been but One 
Man: all things were compofed with 
fo great Gravity and Reverence to | 
God. | 


Of the High-Prieft Eleazar. 


A 7Hat we had of greateft | 
admiration, amongft other 


things, was, when we faw Eleazar 
prefent himfelf to the Sacrifices in his 
Glory and Majefty, cloathed in his 
Habit and Robes, in Pontificalibus; 


i. , 
j | 
# | de 
i | all 
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_ fhining all with the lufter of preci- 
ous Stones for to his Accoutrements 
hung round little Bells of Gold, 
yielding a fweet Harmony, amongft 
which he had alfo Pomegranats of 
| marvellous Colours , and all diftin- 


euifhed with variety of Flowers. 
Upon this Veftment he wore a Gir- 


|, dle, which girt him very comely : 


and the work was of very fair Co- 
lours. Beneath his Breaft hung what 
they call the Ratoval,wherein there 
was twelve Precious Stones of divers 
Colours fet in Gold,in which were 
infcrib'd the Names of the Princes of 
each Tribe which had been the be- 
ginning: and all was moft refplen- 
dent and natural, Calmoft beyond 
belief: ) his Head was adorned with 
a Royal Bonnet, upon which was 
feta Mitreof incomparable Beauty, 
exalting the Coyf toa majeftick State. 
Beneath the Mitre hung a Plate of 
Gold upon the fore-head of Elea- 
zar, covering his Eye-brows3 where- 
in was infcrib’'d the Name of GOD 
D4 in. 


36 Ihe ciftory 

in the Sacred Letters,a Speétacle in’ 
truth fullof great Glory,and worthy 
offuch Myftery : for with this Drefg 

the fhine and reflexion was of fuch. 
fhew and worthy Dignity, that it | 
might beget an awfulSenfeand Appre- | 
henfion in thofe that beheld him: So. 
as tots High Prieft. reprefented to. 

the Beholder as it were the figure of 
a God. In hort, every thing being: 

by us contemplated, held our Spi- 

rits in a fufpence and amazement 

through theirBeauty,for the manner 

and decoration now of one thingand } 
then another drew ourUnderftandings. | 
even by force maturely to confider 
them. 


Of the Fortrefs.or Caftle of 


ierufalem. 


OY iiss: we alcended to vifit the 
~#°  -Fortrefs :- it is fcituated near. 
to the Temple in a moft fair feat, 
rortitied with many Towers framed. 
of Stones of extream Greatnefs, And 


by 
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by what we could underftand and 
know it isthe Bulwark and Strength 
of the Temple, to the end that if 
there hapned any Sedition, or im- 
petuous hoftile Invafion, no Body 
fhould enter by force within the 
Cloyfter of the. Temple which is. 


-Mear : and is defended by the high 


Walls of this Fortrefs, {cituated in 
a Place of precipitate {teepnefs, ha- 
ving its Sentinels and Ramparts, with 
Engins of War. 

This place is kept and guarded by . 
a Garrifon of lufty young Souldiers 
vigorousand ftrong, which are main- 
tained by all the Towers within,and 
are fuch as for their merits to their 
Country, are efteemed of great Re- - 
putation: They have no Liberty to. : 
go out of the Fortrefs, except upon 
Holy-dayes ; and then wich great 
Solemnity onely part: of them, and 
to-relieve the Guards, and they. dare 
Jet noPerfon in, for the Captain 
of the Place there ufeth fuch watch- . 
ful Diligence when he goes..forth, 
» 4 anc ke" 
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| and amongft them makes fuch watch | 
| and diligent fearch, that he cannot | 
‘ei be circumvented by any Spy, as it 
| hapned to us for but two of us| 
could get admitatnce, and that with- | 
: out Arms and by great Intreaties,and 
: only to fee the Sacrifices: for he told 
us, .and that with an Oath, that all | 
thofe who are of thisGarifon,which | 
are in number five hundred, have 
i {worn to admit, but at moft five 
A i) Perfons at a time : Becaufe the con- 
fervation and fafety of the Temple 
wi confifts in the keeping of this Fort, 
' which if it fhould be takenand kept, 
the Temple had no other Security. 


Of the Town. 


q He greatnefs of the Town, by 
i. what wecould judge, extends 
in compafs fome forty Furlongs 3 A 
City certainly worthy to be regard 


3 
ram 

ed, both for the Beauty of the Walls, 

and outribution of the Towers. It 
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| Streets, and thofe well paved, where 


there are many little Lanesand Cha- 


nels in fit and convenient Places: 
_ So that though theCity be feated ona 
Hill, all comeup to it, and go down 


from it with great eafe. At the Entries 
of the Streets,there are cut out {tepsin 


_formof Scaffolds, which one mounts 
_ by Stairs like open Galleries, where 


the moft eminent Perfons walk high- 
er than others, that have means to 
walk by places, which are lower 5 
and thefe banked wayes (as it were) 
are in the moft principal Streets, to. 
the end that thofe who bear the ho- 
Ty things, fhould not be polluted 
with Filth and Dirt: By which one, 
may judge their Anceftors have wife- 
ly and with good. reafon,chofen fuch 
a Place for the feat of the Towns. 
making fo .fit a choice in all things. 


aot pay ae? © 
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Of the Country round Hierufalem, and 
an of the Policy of the Pefantsor Conn- 
Ml try People, 


“A His Gountry. is fpacious and’ 

if fair, ftretching from one fide. 
towards Samaria, and the Neigh- 
bouring-Idumea, which is. a plain 
Country : On the other fide, the 
Coalts are fair and fertile. And it 
is.no marveil if this Region be fo 
abounding and fertile of it felf; and 
plentiful in all good Fruits; being 
alfo that it is. manured by the indu- | 
itry.and great care-of the Countrey. 


: People : And it is not here, as it is 
commonly feen about.good and fer- 
tilé. Lands, where the Pefants are 
idie, carelefs, and for the abound- 
ing Pleafures and Voluptuoufnefs of. 
Cities, defpife their Labours : And 
according.as we fee Youth is taken. 
with Delights and Idelenefs, become 
effeminate ‘and Tender. Which tru- 
ly hapned to Alexandriaya City: rich, 

‘i | wealthy; 


| 
| 


| 
,) 


good things : Where the Youth of 


i 
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Wealthy, and Abounding in all 


+ the Countrey that ufed to follow 


| Country works, diverting and amu- 
|. fing their Rough Condition with the 


pleafures and eafe of a Delicious Life, 
forgat their Countrey. Bufinefs and 
Labour, and became idle and floath- . 
ful. 

And for fuch reafons doubtlefs, 
their fewifh Kings ordained that 
thefe Peafants fhould make no fiay: 
in the City; and that no one of 
them fhould dwell any where but 
in his Country-farm longer than 
20 days; andthat unlefs for ur- 
gent,and important reafons, becaufe 
they fhould not lofe their time. For 
which reafons it was ordained that 
ali Procefles and Controverfies of 
Law fuits fhould be determined 1n 
five days,.and never depend longer : 
And for this was Publifhed a Law, 
and the reafon thereof delegated. 
to the Judges and Minifters of eve- 
ry Country, that the Pefants should 
tah not. 
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not: fojourn or make abode in the | 
Towns (as is faid ) becaufe of the | 
Demurs of their Suits, neglecting 
their Country Bufinef » Which 
might caufe damage and lofs to the 
Revenues of their Prince, dimi- 
nifhing his Tributes and Dues, ari- 
fing from thefe Labourers. 
fam the larger upon this, becaufe 
we had Advice hereof in Difcour- 
fing with Eleazar. "Fhe Peafants 
therefore are very careful and dili- 
gent in their Labours and Mena- | 
gery, by reafon whereof in fuch a 
multitude of people, the Regior is 
planted all with Fruit Ereeys >) F 
abounding every where in Corn and 
all forts: of ‘Grain: The Vineyards 
cleathed with Vines, nor is it poffi- 
ble to tell the number of Palm Trees, 
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‘/ftill to difpofe it for the Reception 


jand Entertainment of fo great a 
nor have they 
}appointed this courfe for the Vil- 
| lages, but that thereby they might 
fully furnifh and beautifie their 
Towns. Befides, there comes a- 


'bundance of Aromatick Drugs, of 
Gold, and Precious Stones to them 
from Arabia, 
Opens, as it were, a Fair or general 


For this: Province 


Market , to all round about for 
Traflick and Commerce. 

Fhe City is full of Tradefmen, 
having no want of any thing that 
may be brought by Sea, for it is 
accommodated by the neighbour-. 
hood of the Ports of Afcalon, of 
faffet, of Gaza, and of Acra. Ci- 
ties founded by their Kings, for 

this ba pofe of Accommodation; 
and thofe Cities we have named 
creat Convenience to- tilis 

as not being too near 1 
{o as ic 1s V 
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time, with affurance of the ways 
to the Comers and Goers. - 

The Country is wafhed through= 
out by the River fordan, . whofe 
Water never fails: This River ha- 
ving its fource from the Eaft, runs 
no lefs than fixty thoufand Paces: 
In the beft and moft «fertile Coun- 
trices on the Banks of this River. 
heretofore inhabited and Conquer- 
ed thofe Valiant Troops of Fews-, 
who in their. times Conquered: 
the Countrey, and pafled this Ri- . 
ver, being in number more than 
fix hundred Thoufand. 

This Fordan {wells and increafeth 
inthe Summer, and overflows the 
Neighbouring Fields like the Nyle 
covering agreat part of the ground, 
and then falls into another River 
by Acra, both whichempty at once 
into the Sea. There are many 
other. Streams that bend their 
courfe towards Gaza and Azota s 
that have their turnings and wind- 
ings through all the whole Province. 
Fhe 
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The force, ftrength, and affu- 


ance of this Region confifts in 


¥ places inacceffible, and difficult 
‘to come at, and fo are natu- 
Srally ftrong, for all the Coun- 
J try is invironed with Mountains, 
Rocks, and Precipices cut ftraight 
| down as it were with a plummet. 


In other parts, it is inclofed with 
Rivers, and Currents, fo as the 
Valleys and the Plains are fortified 
with great Ditches and Trenches. 


|} On the other fide, the Ways are 
‘fo narrow and troublefome with 


Turnings and Windings, to and 
fro, that with great difficulty 
thofe that Travel by Land, come 
to the great City. They fay alfo 
they were wont in former times to 
draw up Metals from the Moun- 


| tains of the bordering Arabia: But 
- fince the time that the Perfraus had 
Rule, this fearch of Metals was left 


off, the Expence being more than 
the Advantage, andthe labour fruit- 
lefs; yet they fay this excule was 


mr 
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invented by the Inhabitants of thofe 

i places, to theend that their Lands 

| {thould not be fwallowed up in the 

| hollownefs: of the Mines,fo that the 

Farth being open, no Paflage could 

) beafforded to Strangers in thofe nar- 

row Ways. 

And fo much for thefe things, 

Brother Philocrates, I have difco- 

Phin vered unto thee. Now I will de 

i clare what concerns the Law, and 

! its Interpretation and firft Tran- 
flation. 


What the Trauflators of the Holy 


Law were. 


Hofe that were chofen were} 

very Honeft and Vertuous | 

men, excelling in all Knowledge, de: | 

fcenced of Noble Race, and not | 

only well vers'd in their own Fu- | 

daick Learning, but alfo well ac- | 

quainted and exercifed in the Gree 

Letters ; for they were referved 

f men, and always ready to be em- 
iy ployed 
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ployed as Embafladours upon occa- 


fion.:. For which they were, as it 
were, purpofely bred, and as Pro- 


per, and Able to Judge of thofe 


Things and Courfes as the cafe re- 


quired: And were: thofe that ex- 
pounded the Publick Rules, and 


J} refolved with great fufficience all 
§ difficulties in their own Law : and 
had marvellous readinefs, both for 


Haranguing and. giving Sentence: 
They were men clearly void of all 
barbarous Incivility, of good and 
{weet Condition, and born 4s it 
were to follow their proper manner 
of Living and Eftate in a Mediocri- 
ty and moft commendable Mode- 
{ty : ftill friving above all things 
to exceed all others in Wifdome and 
good Knowledges, and in thefe en- 
deavours confifted all their Study, 
efteeming no fearch more than 
how to excel one the other in accef- 
fible gracioufnefs, and fweetnefs of 
hearing and anfwering : fo that eve- 
ry one of them were efteemed of in 

their 
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their 7rze, asmen worthy to have - 
Preheminence and Principality for 
the Vertue that was in them. 

And it is worth the noting in 
what Honour they held Eleazar, and 
in what Refpect he held them : For 
befides that he writ to the King 
to take care for their conveni- 
ent return, he recommended with a 
paffionate defire,and tender affection 
thefe reverent Perfons to Andrea ; 
defiring with many Intreaties and 
Requefts that wefhould with our 
Credits. and Grace with the King, 
open them a fair Accefs. 

To which we made Anfwer, that 
as thefe things were matters of our 
{pecial Charge, fo we fhould be care- 
ful to Difcharge our felves anfwer- 
ably with all due Care, wherefore. 
we defired he would be at eafe 
in that point, for they fhould - 
therein be abfolutely free. I af- 
fure you (faid he.) Tam upon this 
occafion in nolittle pain, and -not 
without juft caufe ; for I know the 
King, 


) King, aPrince fo diligent, a Lover 
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of vertuous and worthy Perfons , 


)and how induftrioufly he fecks 


them ; that there is no place free 


‘from his defires, when he hears 


| where fuch are , that excel, or are 
) remarkable forWit or Learning.And 


‘I have been informed, that he ufeth 


to fay what is moft true, that in 


| fuck manner of men dwellsand con- 


fifts the ftrengthand defence of his 
Kingdom: and efpecially when he 
hath near about his perfon good 
{tore of Wife and Juft men who 


have provident Countel to give him, 
‘Teft all fhould mifcarry. Which 


I perceive well by thofe he hath 
pleafed to fend hither. 

And we earneftly profefs that we 
fend not thefe perfons to be affifting 


to him in the Affairs of his Govern- 


ment, but for the Publick Profit and 
an Univerfal Good of all his people, 


in which regard nothing ought to 
be refufed, nothing that we will not 
indure. 


For though the form of 


well 
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a Well Living confifts in the obferva- 
al tion and accomplifhment of Moral 
Precepts and Conftitutions: Ne- 
| verthelefs it is better learn’d and 
1) taught by the Knowledge and Ex- 
i perience of the things themfelves, 
| than in the abftraéted nakednefs of 
Words. By this fpeech and fuch 
__ like, we came to know what great 
: affection Eleazar did bear to thefe 
7 Perfons. 


t Of the Anfwers made by Eleazar, Up 
1 62 certain points of the Law of 
| Motes. 
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ay ay 


behoveth alfo we touch briefly 
the Anfwers Eleazar made us to 
our Queftions :. For knowing the 
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\ Creation, and receive one and the 
fame Subftance; whence is it that 
‘fome are rejected as Infectious, as 
} well toEat asto Touch; fo that, as 
‘it fhould feem, the Law treateth 
more Magifterially than Rationally. 
Eleazar then An{wered,you know 
‘not (faid ae what force and ver- 
‘tue Cuftome ha an as to Well-Living, 
‘and what Alterations and Changes 
fhe brings neh umane Affairs: See we 
not that chofe who converfe with the 
| Evil, let themfelvesloofe to a courfe 
of Corruption in Manners where- 
{by they become Wretched all their 
lives after: On the Contr ary, oe 
that aeeaih ome and habituate 
I felves with the Wife and Int eed 
lalthough they are yet ignorant, 
ichange from good to better, and 
| become happy y and fortunate. Which 
our Law- maker confidering, faint 
ving all ie Laws into Piety and 
Juti ce, he poy not only taught us 
j all we ought to do by Words ;. but 
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bidding us to do Evil, hath fet 
before our Eyes the Caufes why God 
hath created every thing, 

Firft, he hath taught that God 
is One and All, by the Power of 
whom all things are Governed and 
Subfift ; and that He is prefent in 
all Places ; and without Whom, 
nothing can remain in its Being, be 
it never fo Little; and that Nothing 
can be hidden from Him, whatfoever 
men do upon Earth never fo Secretly 
even what men Do and Think with- 
in them{elves,or what they Plod and 
Contract one with another, allis to 
Him notorious and Naked before 
his Eyes. For He fees the things To 
Come,as if they were Prefent: More- 
over, he out of his gracious Good- 
nefs teacheth us that when any one 
fets himfelf to work Evil, he ma 
affure himfelf it cannot be Hidden, 
and propofes thus by all the Law, 


no other thing than to fhew the 
Power and Strength of our good 


God. 


Being 
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Being then heedful of the begining 
of thefe things, he fheweth,that other 
People who have Opinion that there 
are many Gods, are themfelves more 
powerful than the Gods they by Fol- 
ly adore. For they affirm foolithly, 
that the Images and Refemblances 
they frame of Stone,or of Wood, are 
the Reprefentations and Shapes of 


_ thofe who have brought to light by 


their Inventions fome Advantages to 
the Civil Affairs of Life ; and thefe 
they Worthip,proftrating themfelves 
on their Knees before them. But they 
are out of their right Wits, and in- 
deed out of themfelves; and if one 
demand of them what are their In- 
ventions? they alledge fomething 
produced from Nature, as if it were 
indeed a thing produced, created, 
and compoted by the fore-faid Inven- 
tors, although they never contribu- 
ted thereto, in which they fufficient- 
ly manifeft their Perverfenefs and Stu- 
pidity. For it is well known, that 
if there be queftion of any good In- 
k 


ven- 
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vention, that there may be found at 
this day Perfons more learned, more 
fubtil,and more quick to invent any 
Art, then they havedone, who have | 
been in times paft: yet they are not 
therefore adored as Gods, although 
the Sage Greeks efteemed fuch Inven- 
tors worthy of Honour. What pea 
I {peak of the Egyptians and their 
Neighbours, who are herein madder 
than. the others, for thefe have fome 
of them brought in Divine Worfhip 
to brute Beafts,others unto Reptiles: 
out of common Reafon, and all Un- 
derftanding, making Sacrifices to the 
Living and Dead, immolating to 
them Vittims? Wherefore. the Wife 
and Under{tanding Law-maker,b oe 
infticuted of God in the Knowledg 
of all things, hath hedged us in, atid 
fortified us vould as it were with a 
Trench and Palifado,and diftinguith- 
ed us with a Wall of Iron, to the 
end,that being innocent in Soul, and 
pure in Body, we might not mingle 
our felves inany fort with other Na- 
tions, 
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tions, and that rejecting all fond and 
vain Opinions, we might adore one 
only GOD, who hath power above 
all Creatures. 


but Pleafures and Belly-chéar. Of 
which there fs no one of us hath fo 
much as thought, but all the courfe 


of our Lives is imployed only to the 
Knowledge of Vertue and Divine 


Power, to the end we fall not into 
Sin, nor be polluted by the conver- 
fation of {uch People in any manner 

whatever. 
He hath alfo defended and armed 
us on all fides with Purity and Ho- 
E 2 nefty, 
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nefty, not only in our Meat and 
Drink, but alfo in what we handle, | 
touch, fee, and hear; for he 
hath reduced and brought all things 
before our natural Reafon, for as all 
things have their Being from one 
Power, fo witha moft profound Judg- 
ment hath he appointed which we 
are to ufe, and from which we are to 
abftain. I willalledge you one or two 
for Example, to the end,that if you 
take heed to the Words and plain 
Speech, you cannot thik that Mo- 
fes hath taken fuch Pains to ordain 
his Laws, becaufe of Rats, Weajels, 
and fuch like things. 

For itis neceflary you underftand, 
that he hath very well and wifely or- 
dered all things to the Honefty of Li- 
ving, having regard to Purity and 
Cleanlinefs, and tothe correétion and 
amendment of Manners. And as for 
Birds, and flying Fowls, he hath 
permitted us to eat ordinarily of fuch 
as are tame, and are different from 
others in Neatnefs andCleanlinefs,and 
Sap ira that 
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that live upon Grain and Seeds, fuch 
as are Pidgeons, Turtles, Peacocks, 
Partridge, Geefe, and the like. And 


fuch as he hath forbidden us to eat, 
they are wild, ravenous; living upon 
Elefh and Carrion,of proud Natures, 


inclined to Rapine and Prey, . and 


fuch as by force fet upon others, and 
feek not theirliving,but to the dam- 


age, hurt, and injury of the other 


Poultry who are gentle and tame; 


but thofe fierce ones not only feize 


upon thofe of their own Kind, but 


-alfo upon Lambs, Kidds, and even 


| 


upon Men yet living, or half dead. 
Our Law-maker therefore, noting 


| this by way of Similitude, and by a 
| borrowed way of Tranflation, taken 
| ftom the Nature of fuch Fowls, hath 


pronounc’d them unclean and infecti- 
ous, as being willing to reduce and 
bring all things to the confideration 
of Purity and Cleanlinefs of the Souls 
to the end that every one being ad- 
monifhed by ordinary and domeftick 
Examples, may underftand how it 
E 3 behoveth 
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behoveth to ufe Equity and Juftice, 
and that it is not granted to Man, be 
he never fo firong, powerful, proud, 
bold, and audacious foever, to ravith 
by force that of another, nor to-do 
injury to any Perfon, but that it is 
convenient, he fhould order the courfe 
of his Life in imitation of the Fowl 
I have {poken of, wholive by Grain, 
leading a tame and tradable Life: 
And that it is not lawful to vex and 
trouble any Perfon of our own Kind, 
nor ravage his Goods by force, asdo 
thofe Beafts he hath prohibited us to 
eat; and not to ufe Violence in-any 
cafe which is figured by the Nature 
of Beafts, not wholly void of Senfe; 
You underftand then the Reafon why 
he hath forbidden us the Ufe of the 
faid things, that is to fay, becaufe of 
the Inclination and Nature of every 
Beaft. 

You may therefore now well con- 
ceive how our Law-giver Mofes hath 
been careful in all things to correé& 
our Manners, and. eftablifh them by 

7 the 
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the things to which we are eaccuftom- 


figs 


ed, fa therefore to regard the Na- 
ture of brute Beafts: for where he 
hath Licenfed us eating the Fleth of 
four - footed Beafts, 
and the Hoofs clover; the Import ts, 
that we che t O dir ect our a Porat 
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ture of one with 


only fuffer the Pesce and Cities 


to be fpotted, 1 
qoured with insa 


are fouly ftaind 
lood of Child-bearing Women, ha- 
ving no fhame or re 
Inceft with their own Daughters, 
from whichthings weare wholly Alt- 


enated. 
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Moreover, where he hath noted 
tous the fign of this Forking, he 
hath alfo advifed us to be recollected 

: by the fame Figure, in 
ser the fame Animals; for he 
choiceanddi- hath added further, that 
Ma o they fhould be fuch as 

chew the Cud: By which 
he manifeftly admenifheth us to have 
this Rumiation in Memory, and in — 
the Courfe of our Life: for what fig- 
nifieth the chewing of the Cud, but 
that we ought ftill to have in our 
Minds a continual revolving of our 
Lives and Actions, and fo by a fre- 
quent Meditation,the Duties,to which 
we are obliged, and what we owe 
to all. Even as the kife of the 
Body is ever in our Thoughts 5 fo 
as our Spirit is nourifhed in bring- 
ing to mind her Employments. And 
for this caufe, he faith in the Scrip- 
ture, Have GOD ftill in thy Memo- ° 
ry and Thought, who hath done for. 
thee fuch great and wonderful things 
Ji this thou truly confidereft, thou 


fhalt 
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fhalt find it great and admirable in- 
deed. 

For firft, thou fhalt behold the 
Architecture of the Body, the Diftri- 
bution, and Transfufion of the Ele- 
‘ments, the Connexion and Ligatures 
ofthe Members; a thing truly worthy 
of Admiration: But it will be more 
admirable, If thou haft regard to the 
Senfe, which 1s given to every Mem- 
ber: if thou weigheft the Actions of 
the Underftanding ; 1f thou confide- 
reft the invifible Movements,and how 
in each of them there fhines a V1- 
gour, and Vivacity of Spirit, from 
whence have proceeded the Inven- 
tions of Arts almoft innumera- 
ble. | 

Wherefore, not without caufe,Mo- 
fes commanded usto havein conftant 
Confideration, that all Things have 
been eftablifhed and made Examples 
by the Divine Power and Providence 
for fo hath he finifhed and counter- 
poifed every Thing, agreeing with 
Lts time and place- recalling al- 
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ways to Mind the confideration of 
GOD the Lord, Ruler and Creator 
of the whole Univerfe. 

And if we will begin with what 
concerns Eating and Drinking 5 
hath he not well and prudently 
commanded, that we fhould give 
Praifes and Thanks to GOD when 
we fit at Table? In which he hath 
Not permitted us to Devife or Dif- 
courfe of any thing in the World 
that fhould make us forget, or eflace 
in our Memories,the Power and Pro- 
vidence of GOD. 

Wherefore he hath appointed that 
we engrave upon the Doorsand Por- - 
talsof our Houfes fuch Infcriptions as 
fhould excite us*to Thanksgiving, 
itill to refrefh our Memories with the 
Thoughts of God, and his Goodnefs 
to us, by a moft évident fign, that 
all our Endeavours ought always to 
be, to mind us of Sincerity and Equi- 
ty, and that each Thought ought al- 
ways to reprefent GO D before our 


Alfo 
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Alf he hath appointed, 
that not only when we Sit 
at Table, but when we Rife, 
we fhould praife the Works of God, 
not only in Word, but alfo with a 
grave and compofed Countenance : 
reducing to Mind the perpetual Mo- 
tion of the Heavens, and that this 
alternative and fucceffive Nature is 
Divine,and incomprehenfible to Man. 
Thus to you is expounded the Reafon 
of the forking of the Cloven-foot, its 
Import,as alfo of the Chewing of the 
Cud, which you inquir'’d after: af- 
furing you, that there is nothing or- 
dained which is fuperfluous or impro- 
per for the forming of the Mind, but 
by thisFigurative Manner and Ufe,he 
hath accommodated all things aceord- 
ing to Truth. 

Alfo the faid Law-giver,by a I 


Py | Ce eg yee bre Pee £. 
Figure, hath admonifhed usfrom 


Order of 
Meats. 
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which We may learn in’ the coniuac- 
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ration of vile Beafts: for the Wea- 
Jfels are of a filthy Complexion : as al- 
fo Rats, and {uch like Creatures, 
which he hath forbidden us to handle 
or touch. For Rats, they make all 
things foul, infectious; and hurtful : 
and are not only pernicious to eat, 
but wholly unprofitable to Man in 
all things. And Weaféls are a fort of 
Vermine which are yet fouler, 
more infectious, and the moft filthy 
and impure of all thofe we {peak of. 
For they conceive by the Ear, and 
bring forththeir young by the Throat, 
which is a thing deteftable in Men, 
in what they hear and report, recei- 
ving by the Ear any curfed Folly, to 
utter and be delivered of the fame by 
the Tongue and Report, and to ex- 
aiperate the fame by Words odious 
and bitter. Of which oft times there 
arifes caufe of great Inconvenience, 
and that which of it felfis naufeous 
and loathfom, they improve and am: 
plify with an elaborate wicked Inven- 
tion by all means poffible. 
Where- 
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Wherefore your King, 
as we have heard, juftly fammniators, 
alfe Repor- 
caufes fuch Men tobe pu- ters, or Spies. 
nifhed capitally. I think, Some Copies 
(faidI then) thatby fach Finite 
youmean the Emphanifis: 
for the King punifheth thofe with- 
out Hope or Mercy,by Procefs,with 
‘Tortures and Sufferings, and even 
with an ignominious Death. They are 
the fame, (faid El/eazar) for their 
Idlenefs and "Negligence brings no- 
thing to Men but Mifchief, and moft 
dangerous Ruine and Deftruction. 
And likewife our Law commands 
to do no wrong or injury to any 
Perfon either by Word or Deed. See 
then how I advertife you in fhort, 
and fhew you that all ourDemeanours 
by the Law, are directed to Juftice 
and Equity : and that our holy Scrip- 
tures allow not any thing that in 
Appearance is evil, nor ought to be 
doneimpertinently and with Choler: 
But weare commanded that in all our 


Lives we demean our felves towards 
all 


aa 
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all Men, in all our Converfations 
and Deportments, juftly and graci- 
oully,ashaving alwaysin Mind God 
for the great Judge of Secrets. 

Now to whom could it feem 
otherwife, but that Eleazar had well 
and pertinently fpoken of thofe fil- 
thy Vermin, Reptiles, and of other 
Creatures alfo 3 manifefting thereby 
very properly, that all the Letter of 
the Law tended to no other end then 
Juftice, and to fhape’ and fathion 
well the Manners and Difpofitions 
of Men. . 

Further, he delivered himfelf con- 
erning the Oblations of Calves, of 
heep, and of Goats, raifing there- 
H } 


c 
it was their cuftom to fele& fuch 
c 
S 


offering Sacrifice with wild of hurt- 
ful Beafts: becaufe tho that made 
thefe Oblations, and offered them 
fhould not entertain Sava ge Fhoughts, 


or 


a 
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or be elated with intraCrable Pride, 
but inftructed by the Gentle and In- 
nocent Nature of the Victims, and 
that they fhould learn from fuch In- 
ftances, to become Humble and Pati- 
ent, and in their Sacrificing to have 
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their Minds ereét, as raifed to God 


the Creator of all things. 

Hitherto, Philocrates, 1 have fra- 
med to you,by writing thefe memora- 
ble things, confidering the itch you 
have to learn and to know, whichI 
have done, to the end, that by this 
little you may underftand the Ma- 
jefty of the Law, the Caufes and Na- 
tural Confiderations that are therein 
contained, and, now f will return 
from whence we have Digrefled. 


T be 
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The Return of the Ambaffadorsto Alex- 
andria,with the Doctors of the Jews 5 
and how the King adoredthe Holy 
Law fevev times, with Tears in his 
Eyes. 3 

LE AZ AR then,after the Sacri- 
fices were performed, as was 
cultomary, having chofen the Perfons 
as is before fpecified, to fend unto 
the King, he fent him alfo many rich 
Prefents, which indeed were very 
{plendid.. When therefore we had 
tken leave, and parted from him very 
friendly, with his Salutation of Peace, 
and were returned to Alexandria, 
our arrival was forthwith made 
known to the King. And foon after 

Andrea and ‘my {elf entred into the 

Kings Hall, and making moft hum- 

ble Reverence, we prefented to -his 

Majefty the Letters of Eleazar. Then 

the King, overjoyed that the Event 

of this Voyage had fucceeded fo well, 
having obtained the Perfons much 


} 
" 


i 
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to be witht for, made the Croud of 
thofe that attended on their Peti- 
tions and Suits , to quit the 
Place; and commanded, that the 
Fewifh Dokors fhould immediately 
have notice to attend , which was 
fooner than they expected. For the 
Cuftom of the Country is,when any 
Ambaffadorsarrive upon any Bufinefs 
they are fent about, 1t is not permit- 
ed them to be prefented to the King, 
unlefs they are Ambafladors from 
Kings, or from very Honourable 
States and Republicks, nor without 
creat difficulty to have Audience, till 
thirty dayes after their Arrival, and 
fometimeslonger, as the King 1s plea- 
fed to make aDifference,with regard 
to the Degree of thofe that fent them. 

But the King, having cleared the 
Place of thofe he judged not necefla- 
ry to this Entertainment; continued 
sn the Hall,expecting till the Doctors 
were prefented to make their Obey- 


{ance. 
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Who being introduced, did their 
Duties in delivering the Prefentsfent 
the King from Eleazar. Likewife 
they Prefented him with divers Skins 
of Parchment, exceeding fine,f{mooth, 
and delicate, bound up with a Bind- 
ing very rare and uncommon. 
The delivery _ In which Skins was the | 
ofthe Holy Wivine Law of Mo/es in| 


o 4 a a v4 (iy j nrme- = r 
law,orSa- Letters of Gold, and-in 
cred Books of 


Mies, in He. the Hebrew Language, a 
brew Cha- thing very curious to be- 
racters to King hold 
Prolomy. : ; : 
Upon their prefenting 
them to the King, fitting in his Chair 
of State , the King prefently turned 
‘Owards them, taking notice of the 
all one after another and _ then re- 
quired of them the Volumes of the 
Law: Then they unfolded the Rouls 
Wrapt up in thefe Skins of Parchment 
or Vellam aforefaid. Which the 
King ferioufly beholding, remained 
as_one tran{fported a pretty ‘{pace, 
After which,he adored the Holy Law 
feven times, faying thefe Words : 


6 


We 
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We give you Thanks, my Mafters, and 


| much more him that fent you hither, 
and the High God above all, of whom 
thefe are the Sacred Words. 


Then the faid Doégtors,and alll thofe 
who were attending the King, let 
fall great Expreflions of Joy with Ac- 
clamation, and there fell Tears of Joy 
from the Kings Eyes 3 as we fee many 


z 1 Spay ef he gous t+4) 
times, that exceeding Tranfports will 


ape 


draw Tears from the Eyes, efpecially 
in Excefles of a more fublime and in- 
telleGtual Nature. 

Then the King required the Skins 
and Volumes of the Law fhould be 
folded up agains which done, he fa- 
luted the Doétors, fayings Reafon 
requires, grave Sirs, that firft we pay 
you Honour and Regard, in as muck 
as We werethe Occafion of your co- 
ming hither.for which caufe we give 
you our Hand with this Affurance, 
that this very Day {hall be to us the 
Day, that all the Days of our Lire 
we will hold Great and Memorabie, 
and {hall be folemnized every Year 

with 
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with Feafting 5 in perpetual Memo- 
ry of your Vifit,as alfo of our Victo- 
ry which we obtained this day againft 
Antigonws at Sea, wherefore it is our 
Will, that this very Day you folace 

your felves in Feafting with us. | 
Forthwith he required the Princes | 
fhould be invited: Amongft whom — 
he did me the Honour to make me 
to be feated. Moreover, he caufed | 
to be expofed to view, all the rich 
Furniture, wherewith the Pallace 
Royal was, upon great Feftivals,ufed 
to bedeckeds Likewife he command- 
ed they fhould fit up Lodgings near 
to the Caftle, in the moft {plendid 
Manner they could; And inlike man- 
ner theKing ordered, that the Feafts 
fhould be fet out in the moft Sump- 
tuous and Magnificent Fafhion that 
was poffible. And then the King 
enjoyned Nicanor,his chief Phyfitian, 
to bid Dorothea Controuler of the 
Houfe, (as from the Will and Plea- 
fure of his Majefty, ) that he fhould 


| ; 


and that with all Diligence, deliver 
out 
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out all things neceflary for every one 
of the Doors, as well for their Ac- 
commodation, as for the Furniture 
of their Lodgings, and that without 
fail,as from the Ordinance and Com- 
mand of the King, which was forth- 
with accomplithed with great difpatch 


_ by many Hands, Conformable tothe 


ufage of great Cities,when they pre- 
pareto make great Feaftsand publick 
Banquetting, whenas there are felect- 
ed Officers that areappointed to fur- 
nifh every one according to his Poft 
and Station: Such were 

the Appointments of the pits te, 

King, who was not want- and Subjetts. 

ing to affift in Perfon,and 

his People, to {peak Truth,were fuch 
as {pared for no Labour or Pains to 
execute his Orders ;for with all Ala- 
crity and Cheerfulnefs they provided 
whatever was neceflary and requifite, 
putting in execution what the King 
required , with glad and chearful 
Hearts. Thus was the Kings Will ex- 
; adly 
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adtly and freely comply’d with, in this 
and all other Regards whatever. 
For Dorothea was very Franck and 
Bountiful, and very Induftrious in 
his Charge and Employment, which 
was principally to havea due regard 
to the accommodating thefe great and 
venerable Men, not employing what 
had been formerly Allotted to fuch 
Ufes,but frefh and valuable Stufts,fpa- 
ring nothing that was in his Power, 

He affigned every one of them his 
Couch of Eafe, befides his Bed, with 
fair Carpets, as the King had com- 
manded. Moreover,the King required 
the half of them fhould be placed and 
feated at the Table, fo as that they 
might front his Perfon, and the other 
halfdiftributed on each fide his Chair 
of State: Omitting nothing whichany 
way might do themHonour,or contri- 
bute to their utmoft Content and Sa- 
tisfaction. 

After the Seats of the Table were 
duly fixed and proportioned for each; 
the Kings command to Dorothea was, 
that 


Hl 


[ 


] p that all thofe who came 
} 


D saat he 
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from J Fudle. a, 
) fhould have Vidnualsd diftributed, and 
fuch as they Affet,after the e Ulage of 
their Country, ame Appointment of 
their Law; Neverthelefs, that they 


fhould want for no ) Plenty or Varie- 


| ty; as alfo for performing their Ob- 


| 
| 


| 


lati tions, Vows, and Sacrifices, accord- 


; ing to the Cu{tom of their Nation. 


After all thefe Ceremonies, the 


| King befought one of them, named 
| Eleazar, the moft Aged of all thofe 


) 


| 


that came with us, to make his Ort- 
fons. Who, as be was very Venera- 


| ble, being en rifen from his Seat, 
| began j in this manner. 


The Prayer of Eleazar. 


God Almighty pill thee Meas with 
all Goodnefs.and giveGracetothy| Vife, 
and to thy Children, and that thy pler- 
ly may be Permanent, without Altera- 


tion or Chan ge, all the courfe of thy 


Life, and theirs. 

Hardly had he ended this Prayer; 
but there fol!owed a Noife and Ac- 
clamation 


e fiz ory 


clamation of Joy, with a pleafint 
Marmur and Applaufe, that lafted a 


pretty while. 


All things being thus difpofed and 
prepared for Jollity, all the Compa- | 


ny betook themfelves to make good | 
Chear, and thofe who waited on the 


Table, repaired readily totheir feve- 


| 


ral Pofts, which the Controuler had 


| 


given themin Charge. Amongft thofe 
TheCuftom Who ferved at the Table, 


at Esyptwas were the Children of the 
O. 


King,and all the moft con- - 


fiderable Peers and Lords. 


The Anfwers of the Jewith Elders, to 
the Queftions propounded by King 
Ptolomeus Philadelphus. 


Hen the time came, and a 

\ \ fit Opportunity offered for 
Difcourfe, the King, by certain Pau- 
fes, began to ask them one by onein 
order,feveral Queftions, as they were 
marfhall'd at his Table according to 
Seniority: To him therefore that 
, was 
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was fet uppermoft,he made this Que- 
| ftion. 


Firft Queftion. 
| How he fhould conferve his Kingdom 


entive and Jafe to the end? 


The Refolution. 


A Fter the Doctor had a little fiu- 
L died, he anfwered, You thai] 
(great King) difpofe the Eftate of 
your Kingdom well and wifely, ifin 
all, and by all, you propofe to your 
felf the Example of the Benignity and 
indulgence of God for your Imitati- 
/0n3 uling Patience and Gentlenefs; 
raifing to Honour thofe that are 
Worthy, and bringing down. the 
haughty and ambitious proud Spirits 
to Repentance, and a true Senfe of |. 

themfelves, by giving them due Ex- 4 
| ample of Humanity, Affability, and mas 
| fairnefs of Accefs. To the other. 


| 
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Second Queftion. 


How he might bring all things juftly 
to.a fair Iffuet 


The Refolution. 


F in all things (anfwered he, great 
| King) you have your Eyes open, 
and Thoughts fixt upon your Adi- - 
ons, watching over your felfin all | 
‘things, you will do nothing that 
will not be well dones and if you | 
confider, that a true Senfe of .our 
{elves and right Reafon, is no other | 
than the Gift of God, of whom we 
always ought to have the Fear before | 
our Eyes, and prefent to all our 
Operations, for that is the means ne- 
ver to go aftray. To the other. | 
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Third ‘Queftion. 


| How he fhould have Friends agreeable 
to hime 


| The Refolution, 

| [ they know (Great King) that 
| a you have no Thoughts but what 
| are employed upon that which is jut 
and profitable, and conducing to the 
| publick Goods and that you are ex- 
| cited to it by confidering how God 
| fupplies the Wants of Mankind, provi- 
| ding Suftenance-for the Neceffities of 
| the Body, and for the Neceffities of 


| Life, bodily Health, and. other Gifts 
| and Abilities, 


Fourth Queftion. 
How he foould acquire and conferve a 
| folid Reputation in expediting of 
Affairs, in doing Publick Fuftice, 
and punifbing Offenders 2 
The Refolution. 


I you carry your felf as Reafon 
| A and Equity requires, indifferent 
Seta tutes. to 
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to every ones Right 5 .and if» you 


proceed not againft Malefactors ac~_ 


cording to your uncontroulable Pow- 
er, or with Partiality; You may get 
Knowledge in this Point if you bear 


in Mind the Providence and wile © 


Difpofal of God, who granteth the 
Requefts and Petitions of thofe are 
worthy; and to the Malefactors and 
Vicious, he fhews them, that he de- 
nies nothing but what is hurtful, and 
which appears fuch by their own E-x- 

erience, or by’ the Admonitions 


and Terrors’ of Dreams: alfo he pu-: 
La @ | = ¥. 
nifheth not the Sins of Men neither | 


in proportion to their great Deme- 


rits, nor to his Almighty Power, 
but rather courts their Amendment, | 
fweetly winning them by mild and 


gentle Methods. To the other. 


Fifth | 
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Fifth Queftion. 
What he fhould do to be invinerble 


in War 2 iH.) 
The Refolution. 


FF you put not your Truft in your 

| warlike Preparations, nor in your 

_ own Strength; but if you call upon 

God inceflanitly to affift you in no- 

| thing but What is juft, then will he. 

| dire&t and condu&t your Counfels 
and Forces. To the other. 


Sixth Queftion. 


By what means he may make himjelf 
formidable to his Enemies ¢ 


The Refolution. ie) 


F you be provided of good Artil- 
lery, and well difciplin‘d, and 
have due regard to your Stores and i 
Provifions; meverthelefs that you a4 
F 3 - keep 
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keep not your Eye wholly on your 
Preparations, but raife it above them 
to God, who pulls back his Arm be- | 
fore: he ftretches it out, and’ then | 
exerts It to our greater Dread and | 
-Amazement. To the other. 


Seventh Queftion. 


| What thing way be to hin moft advan- 
tageous and beft in this Life ¢ 


The Refolution. 


“Hat is, Great King, to havea . 
conftant Apprehenfion that 
God is the Sovereign Ruler of all 
Men 5 for we have not the Power of 
our felves to addrefS.our Counfels to 
worthy Ends; but it is God “who 
ruleth over all things, that conduas 
and crowns with Perfedion the 
Events of Humane Affairs. To the 
other. 


Ei ehth 
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Eighth Queftion. 


By what means he might keep his 
Treafure without Diminution, and 
leave it un-impaired to his Chil- 
dren ¢ 


The Refolution. 


F inceflantly you pray to God 
(great King) thathe will give you 
| good Advice and good Underftand- 
ing in what you are continually ne- 
gotiating; and that you comman 
your Children not to boaft them- 
felves, or grow proud either of 
Riches or Honour 3 but that they 
acknowledge and perfwade them- P| 
felves that God hath beftowed all i | 
that they have, and what they enjoy ne 
| ss from his free Gift and Bounty 5 7 
| and that.for their part, they poflefs rs 
| nothing which proceedeth from m 
| themfelves. To the other. is 
f 
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Ninth Queftion. 


a By what means he tray bear patiently 
P| good and evil Fortune. 


| | The Refolution. 


wae BE you confider with your felf | 
: (Great King) that all Mankind 
a are created of God, fubje& to this 
ah Lot, to be afflided with great Mis- 
H | fortunes in the Peginning, and after 
A | to arrive at Profperity, and fo to | 
WwW fhare goodand ill Fortune alterna- 
it | tively. For there is no man in this 
World that is not fubje& to fach 
Variety, or is priviledg’d from it. — 
But it 1s requifite you pray to God : 
that he will be pleafed of his free 
Goodnefsto reduce your Kingdom 
to Tranquillity. — 
The King then approving this 
Reafon, faid, that they had anfwer- 
ed all well and pertinently. . But af- 
ter Cfaid he) I have made one De- 
mand yet more, I will leave queftt- 
a oning, 


Broa 
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oning, becaufeé we may return to 
our Rejoycing, paffing the refi of 
this day in Jollity ; and fix days 
hence we will bethink our félves of: 
fuch Queftions as we intermit at pre- 
fent. And fo he put forth this Que- 
_ {tion to an other. 


Tenth Queftion: 
WV hat is, the end of Magnanimity 2 


The Refolution. 


al to be content when there hap- 
# pens crofs Accidents after you 
have provided good Counfel to ar- 
rive at the end-of your Affairs; for 
God giveth good Succefs to Negoti- 
ations that are conducted by good 
and proper Counfel. 

This Anfwer was receivd with 
| Acclamations and Applaufes by all 
‘the Afiftants. And the King turn- 
ing himfelf towards the Philofophers 
| which were there in fome number ; 
|. Fam (faid he) of Opinion, that 

| thefe 
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thefe Men are: excellently skill’d in 
Vertue, and that they have great’ | 
Experience in all things, being’ they | 
have fo readily and pertinently, up- 
on the fiudden, anfwered to. fuch | 
high Queftions, ftill founding their 
Speeches always in God. i 
Then a Philofopher named Mene-— 
demus Erctrienfis, antwered the King | 
in, this Manner: Truly Sir, confider- 
ing that Man its a Divine Work, | 
which one may know. bythe Fabrick — 
of the whole World ; it is a thing | 
well-befeeming and reafonably fit- | 
ting, that we begin with God, and | 
refolve into him all the force of our | 
Difcourfe. ‘The King approving his | 
Speech, all the Company betook | 
them to make chear and to Jollity: | 
and fo the Featt lafted till Night with | 
great Mirth and Recreation. | 
Upon the morrow the Tables | 
were difpofed in the fame order, and | 
the Banquet continued. And when | 
occafion to make Interrogatories was | 
prefented, the King began ce : 
refs 


| 


t 


Beez 


of the Septuagrnt. 167 


| dre& his Countenanceto thofe, wha 
im the Rank of Anfwering,were next 
to thofe that the former day had 


been queftioned, beginning at the 
Eleventh, fucceeding Ten precedent. 


Eleventh Queftion. 


What ws the means to Rule well, and 
Goverz a Kingdom happily ¢ 


‘The Refolution. 


Hat 1s, firft to rule your felf 
well, and not fuffer your felf 


| to be tranfported through felf-Opi- 


nion by means of the Affluence of 
worldly Riches and Honour 3 and 
not to aim at any thing by Oppref- 
fion, or againft Right, through an 
imperious Annoyance: which if you 


_confider duely (Great King) and 
_ weigh well in your Mind, efteeming 
all things as they juftly are; you 
_ will reckon all that you poffefs as if 


) 
i 
i 
Ri 
q 
f 


it were nothing. Think alfo that 
God 1s full of all Goodnefs, and ftands 
| not 


a 


t08 The Hiftory 


not in need of any thing: Which. | 
Thought you ought to fix deep in 

your Mind as firmly as your Humane 
Spirit can contain 1t3 and not too 
paffionately to covet over-flowing | 
Abundance of worldly Greatnefs and 
Riches, as. thinking thereby to Reign, | 
better. ‘To the other. 


Twelfth Queftion- 


Flow he ought to make choice of the | 
beft things ¢ 


The Refolution. 


iP you have regard always to what 
is Juft and Equitable 5 and if you | 
e{teem things unjuft and wicked to. | 
be other than Privation of Life: for. | 
God hath ordained great and abun- | 
dant Goodnefs for juft Men. To -| 
the other. 


‘things as difcompofe the Mind are 


bes 


eo ged 
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Thirteenth Queftion,. 
‘How I may avoid the Uneafinefs that 


many tintes proceeds from Dreanes 2 
The Refolution. i | 


OU ask me, Great King, a 
moft nice Queftion; for fuch 


out of Rule, fince we are fometimes 
led by our Senfes, arifing either from 
what hath paft, or from the Objects 
prefenting themfelves to our view. 
Whence many times we fancy in our 
Dreams, we are failing upon the Sea, 
or are pafling over Rivers; many 
times that we fly aloft with Wings, 
foaring from place to place, and fuch 
like things as are ridiculous even to 
waking Thoughts. Moreover, things 
to which we have great Appetite 
and Defire, difturb our Fantafie in 
Dreams. 
Wherefore, Great King, I am of 
Opinion, that with all your Might, 
: in 
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in all you fay and do, your Intenti- 
on fhould be purely addreffed to Pi- 
ety and Holinefs, to the end, that per- 
fevering in that manner, you may be 
guided and fortified on all fides with 
Vertue, and fo thew your felf impene- 
trable to all Senfuality. And on theo- 
ther fide,that you never take by force 
from another what to him belongs of 
Rights, becaufe the things wherein 
we moft engage and employ our 
felves waking, commonly appear in: 
Phantomes tous again in our Dreams, 
infinuated: into our Fanfies by the 
Appetites and Inclinations we bad to 
them: but when you level all your 
AffeGtions, Operations, and Affairs 
at the Mark of Virtue and Honelty, 
then fleeping and waking you will 
be at eafe. To the other, | 
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Fourteenth Queftion. _ 


By what means he foould do nothing 
ndecently ¢ 


The Refolution- 
tT in all ‘things you confider what 


appertains to your Degree, and. 
what 1s im your Power 5 to the end 
there ‘fall not from you any thing 
unbecoming your Royal Dignity, el- 
ther in Word. or Deed: you mutt 
alfo bear itt mind, that all your Sub- 
jets. are difcourfing fill of you, 
judging all your Steps, and cen{u- 
ring your Courfes. Further, confi- 
der how you are expofed to Flatter- 
ers, who dive into your very 
Thoughts upon every Change of 
your Countenance and Carriage, 
fom which they wili make ufe 
for their own ends: but in this, 
Great King, you may well under- 
{tand how to demean your felf, not 


fubmitting your Ear to any Perfon 
that 
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that may charm you with his Syren 
Flattery, or difguife the Truth by 
Diflimulation; fince God hath en- 
dowed you with great Affability of 
Behaviour, accompanied with Gravi- 
ty and Difpatch. 

The King then received this Anfwer 
with great Joy and Applaufe, and 
gave all the Company leave to feek 


_ their Repofe, to prepare themfelves 


for meeting at the Feaft the day fol- 
lowing, which was ordered as the 
former. ‘They being met, and the 
time prefenting it felf for Difcourfe, 
as before, the King made this Que- 
ftion to the firft of thofe that had _ 
not yet {poken. 


Fifteenth Queftion. 
What thing is moft difficult for 


a Kinge 
The Refolution. 


(“Hat is, to Command Himfelf 
and not to- permit himfelf to be 


pre- 
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| prevailed upon by any exorbitant 
| Appetites or Paffions: for all Men 
have a certain Bent of Inclination by 
which they many times permit them- 
| felves to be led according as their 
Genius leads them, fome to Banquets 
and Riot, others to Paftimes and 
- Pleafures, wherein the greateft part 
of the Multitude are immerc’d: But 
Kings fhould have their Thoughts 
_ more elevated, as being excited by 
great Honour and Glory to. frame 
their Actions to Conquefts, and de- 
fign the taking of Cities and redu- 
cing of Nations. Neverthelefs, it is 
very commendable to keep a mean, 
and to conferve carefully what God 
hath and fhall give you, and not fo 
much to affe& what is out of reafon 


or unworthy the high Glory of your 


Place. To the other. 
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Sixteenth Queftion. 


bi LV haf smsheorsiPaclet®  tonme meant ation 
waa uy of Any a 
1 ‘The Refolution. 


i | F before all things you bear in 
ai mind, that Riches, Honour, and 
ah Greatnefs, are the Gifts of God to 
: | - Kings, of which no Perfon hath true 
right to difpofe. Wherefore, if any 
: aim to partake of this glorious Pre- 
a ii | rogative to be un-envied, he will ne- 
a) ver obtain his end, for it is the gift 
| of God alone. To the other. 


Seventeenth Queftion. 


What he ought to do to oblige his 


Enemies 2 


The Refolution. 


IF you become gracious and favou- 
rable towards all bountiful Per- 
1 fons, without particular Refpect of 
is any: 


| Magnificence, accompanying the 


: 


: 
| 
| 
| 


of the Septuagint. Its 


-any: likewife in what you receive 


from others, not to thew your felf 


| ingrateful to the Services and good 


Offices you have received from them, 
for that is a fign’ of the Grace of God. 
To the other. 


Fighteenth Queftion. 


How he may continue in Ghory ana 
Honour ¢ 


The Refolution: 


‘FE towards others, and above all 
others, you excell in Bounty and 


fame with a good Grace, never will 
Glory and Honour abandon you: and 
it behoveth you ftill to pray to Ged 
that fuch Vertues may perpetually 
affift you. To the other. 
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Nineteenth Queftion. 


Lo what Perfons he fhould difpence 


Honour ¢ 
The Refolution, 


Hey commonly judge (Great 
King) that we ought to dif 
™  penfe Honour where we ef-’ 
pecially love: but for my part I am 
of Opinion, that we ought to dif 
pence all we can to the Envious, and 
to begracious and bountiful to them, 
according to the utmoft of our Pow- 
er: to the end, that by fuch means 
they may be induced and won to do 
what is good and profitable s in 
which Choice of our Favours, we 
muft implore the Aid of God, who 
infpireth the Underftanding, to the 
end he may accomplifh in us this 
Perfection. To the other, | 
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Twentieth Queftion. 


What Perfons he ought to gratifie 2 


The Refolution. 


| Ather and Mother (Great King) 
| before all Perfons: for God hath 
| annexed a great Commandment to 
| the Duty we owe to our Father and 
| Mother; allowing after but a fecond 
| place to Friends, whom he hath {ti- 
| Jed proportionable in Nature. Fur- 
| ther, Tefteem it ( Great King ) no 
: {mall Happinefs, that you engage all 
| the World to love you. To the 
: other. | 


One and twentieth Queftion. 
What is more worthy than Beauty ? 
The Refolution. - 


| ApHat is Piety, for that is a 
iF Beauty excelling all other, 


2 and its Force confifteth in 
Cha- 
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Ws Charity, which is a Gift of God, | 
ri | which you have, and with it you 
Liye will inherit all Vertue and all that is 
‘il good. ‘To the other. 


Two and twentieth Queltion. 


By what means one tay recover Gréat- 


defs and Glory once loft. 


aa The Refolution. 


Hat. is (Great King) if -you 
; are full of Benignity, ‘Affa- 
“™ bility, and gracious ‘to all 
a | the World (which are things charm- 
alg ing and attracting the Love:of ‘the 
t People, ) it is hard if you lofe your 
Greatnefs. On the other fide, great 
Preparations for War give great Af- 
furance: but thofe who fall intofiich 
Accidents, it is neceflary that they 
abftain from what occafioned them 
to fall into {uch Inconveniences: and 
thenceforward they acquire Friends 
by giving themfelves to the Exercife 
of fuftice and Equity; for good 
Works 


ee 
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of the Septuagint. g 


| Works are the Gifts of God. To 
the other. 


Threeiand twentieth Queftion. 


| How he may live without Anxiety - 


The Refolution. 
JF you wrong no Man, and relieve 
_&L every one, doing Juftice to all the 
- World: for from fo doing we reap 
fuch pleafant Fruits as we fhall al- 
ways live -pleafantly. Neverthelefs, 
| we ought to crave of God, that what 
_ Accidents happen contrary to Expe- 
dation, bring us no Damage, as 
Death, Sicknefles, and fuch like In- 
conveniences, which can do you no 
harm if you are full of Piety. To the 
other. 


TA 
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Vine Four and Twentieth Queftion: 


| What thing in this World is worthy 
ih fl the greateft Honour ¢ 


| The Refolution. 


\Hat is, to ferve God ; not fo 
much with Sacrifices or Ob- | 
: lations, as with a pure Heart | 

Tai and a fincere Confcience, and to 
conform your felf to the Obedience 
of a fimple and ative Faith. Which 
WwW if you do (Great King) it will | 

a | _ . firmly imprint this Truth in your 
‘fe Heart, That all you have done, and — 
a | {hall do hereafter, will be evident | 
and appear to all the World. | 

After this paft, the King, with a 

loud Voice, faluted them all, aferi- 

bing to them great Praife, as did al- 

fo the Affiftantss efpecially the Phi- 

lofophers, who were there prefent, 

and not without Caufe: For thefe 

Perfons were of great Authority in 
all their Speeches, laying the Foun- 
dations 


Boman 
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| dations of their Anfwers and Opi- 


| 


/nions alwayes in God. This done,the 
| King returned to Feafting and Me- 
| riment. 

The day following,the Tables were 
| covered in the fame manner as before, 
/and all the Lords as before being 
fet at Table, the King taking his Op- 
portunity of Devifing, began to in- 
terrogate thofe who followed the 
others in the foregoing day of an- 
| {wering; and made this Queftion. 


| The twenty fifth Queftion. 


I would know if Prudence nay be 
taught ¢ 


The Refolution. 


Rudence is a certain Drefs and 
Ornament of the Soul, flowing 
from the Divine Power, having this 
Property to embrace what is good, 
and to refufe its contrary. 


G Six 
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Six anid twentieth Queftion. 


What thing is moft advantageous 
for the Health of the Soul? 


THe Refolution. 


7~@™Hat is Prudence, which none 
' |. can procure or obtain unlefs 
God difpofes his Underftanding to 
receive it. To the other. 


Seven and twentieth Queftion. 


Hom may one fufficiently yield due 
thanks to their Father and Mo- 
ther ¢ | 


The Refolution. 


EF’ you give them no caufe of Grief 
in the World, though there is 
{carce any to be found who can fo 
govern themfelves, excepting God, 
Father of all Light, do illuminate 
their Underftanding to every Action 
of Vertue. To the other. 
Bight 
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Evght and twentieth Queftion. 


| Low he might be made covetous to 
hear many things? 


The Refolution. 


F you confider ( Great King) 
how advantageous and profitable 
| it Is to know every thing Created : 
| for by that means proportioning and 
| adjufting what you have under{tood 
| to the quality of the times prefent, 
you will have the choice of what 
will be moft agreeable and conveni- 
ent for you, in which you ought 
alwayes to pray unto God, that he 
will be your Succourer; for from 
| him proceeds all accomplifhment of 
Good Works. To the other. © 


Nine and twentieth Queftion. 


| What he fhould do not to violate the 
Laws. 


The Refolution. 


F you were perfwaded that God 
| hath infpired thofe who have 
: C2 | 


po _ te 
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ai eftablifhed the Laws, for the Diredi- 

Hii on and Government of the Lives of 

Wo! us Mortals: you will well follow the - 

tt the other. 

Thirtieth Queftion. 

| What Advantage may accrue to one! 

from Parentage. 

The Refolution. 

ait 7 \Reat King, if we weigh the 

a : Accidents which happen to us, | 

al we-fhall find, when our Parents fall” 

| into Adverfity, we fhare with them | 

au therein, and are mutually opprefied | 

| and grieved with the greatnefs of | 

; their Sorrow. And if there arrive al: | 

t {o.any Profperity and happy Fortune | 

to them, we are glad, and find that | 

Content and Satisfaction, in which | 
we folace our felves. And in truth,if| 
our Parents are fo well advifed that | 
they can intermingle their Affairs 
amicably together,and that all things) 
between them be fo well knit toges 

' ther by the ties of an inviolable) 
Friendfhip: there is no place left for) 


any 


hen 
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any defire of a Life more happy, nor 


is the fame capable of any addition 


fave only of Continuance, which you 


are to beg of God. To the other. 


One and thirtieth Queftion. 


| How he might be free from all Fear. 


The Refolution. 


F your Contcience be clear of all 

- fenfe of paft Guilt, fetting God al- 
wayes prefent before your Eyes, for 
the Guide and Condué& of all your 
Counfels to a good and happy iffue. 
To the other. 


Two and thirtieth Queftion. 


How he fhould be readily affrfted with 
Recollection and a due Prefence of 
Mind at all Times 2 


The Refolution. 


F you ferioufly refle& how to the 
| Viciflitudes of Humane Life all 
the World is expofed, fetting often 

G8 before 
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before your Eyes the admirable Re- 
volutions that God hath fent. How 
fome are raifed to Riches and Honour, 
others prefled with Calamities, and 
fallen into extream Difgrace. To 
the other. 


Three and thirtieth Queftion. 


What Courfé he ought to take and pur- 
Jue to avoid being tmmerfed in Sen- 
Suality and Idlenefs. 


The Refolution, 


His to you ( Great King) who 

have the Rule of a great King- 

dom, and a multiplicity of Affairs to 
manage is feafible. For in the dif. 
charge of fo weighty an Employment 
it is impoffible you fhould have any 
Leifure to fix your Imagination up- 
on any thing but your Affairs, fince 
they will take up all your Time. 
ft 4s convenient therefore, that you 


be alwayesintent upon your Charge, 


and 


Beer 
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and that you pray to God, to give 
you Grace to omit nothing of what 
concerns your Employment. To the 
. other. . 


Four and thirtieth Queftion. 


By what Signes he may know thofe 
wha would impofe upon hin? 


The Refolution. 


F’ you confider with your felffwhat 
Freedom every one ufethin your 
behalf;whether he hath ever ufed the 
{ame and fo continueth the fame fa- 
fhion ftill,to court you out of choice: 
Or whether he gives you Counfel 
only out of courfe,and that his Con- 
verfation and manner of Life be the 
{ame as before: And whether he hath 
forgot nothing of what the Duty and 
Affe&tion which he owes you doth 
require; Briefly, if his AffeCtionsand 
other Fafhions of Proceeding are va- 
ried; Godinfiru& your Underftand- 

ing to fore-fee the Effect. 

G4 Then. 
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Then the King commended them 
all, calling every one by his name, 
whereat all the Affiftants rejoyced. 
The next day,when the King efpied 
his fit Opportunity in the Feaft, he 
began to Queftion the reft, as fol- 
lows. | : 


Five and thirtieth Queftion. 


What is the greateft Neglect in the 
: World. 


The Refolution. 


T is to take no account of our 
Childrens; and not to take due 
care for their Education, to train 
them up in Vertue, and to form in 
them good Manners and Behaviour, 
For in our common Devotions we 
intreat God not only for our felves, 
but alfo that it would -pleafe him to 
addrefs our Children toal! Goodnefs, 
and to impart Wifdom and Science 
to them; which proceeds alfo from 
the Grace of God. To the other. 


Six 
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Six and thirtieth Queftion. 


How he fhould come to be a Lover of 
his Countrey ¢ 


The Refolution. 


[F you perfwade your felf, that it is 
a happy thing to live and dye at 
home, and that Travels bring nothing 
but Folly to the Poor, and Difho- 
nour to the Rich; fince moft men 
are of Opinion that Travellers have 
been banifh’d their Countrey for 
fome Mifcarriage, Debt, or Trefpafs. 
But you (great King ) will eafily 
obtain what you demand in doin 
| well, (as you do) to all the World, 
| for God will give you a happy iffue 
in all your juft Affairs and ‘AGions. - 
_ To the other. 


G 5° Seven 
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Sevenand thirtieth Queftion: 


What Courfe one ought to take, to live 
< agreeably with his Wife? 


The :Reefolution. 


A, Uthough fome kind of Women 

~% are mice and troublefom, and 
through their being Opiniators grow 
perverfe :. Being alfo frail, by reafon 
of the weaknefs of the Sex, and fub- 
ject to commit fome Faults. 5. yet ne- 
verthelefs it behoveth us tocomply 
with them, and to -ufe them for our 
Advantage, not {triving with them, 
nor contradidting them with a -fro- 
ward Spirit 5 for it is neceffary to 
addrefs.our Life to a certain Butt or 
ind, as'the Governours and Pilots 
of Ships do in obferving Land-marks, 
which Steps are all conduéted by the - 
Orderand Providence of our great 
God. To the other. 


4 
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Eight and thirtieth Queftion. 


What Courfe he fhould take not 
to be deceived ¢ 


The Refolution. 


[F you aq in every occafion ac- 
cording to Reafon, you will not - 
fuffer your felf to be lead away by 
the Infinuations of Detractors 5 but 
( as you are indowed with a dif- 
cerning Spirit ) you will put a dif 
ference betwixt the Deeds and Say- 
ings of every one. By which means 
you will be ont of danger of being 
circumvented,accomplifhing your.de- 
fires in every Defignwhich you fhall 
Jay with aflured Judgment; mnever- 
thelefs you muft imagin, that the skill 
of ordering every Affair, the carry- 
ing it on, and the event of at, is the 
Workof the Divine Power. Tothe 


other. - 
Nine 
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Nine and Thirtieth Queftion. 


What he fhould do to avoid being 
Cholerick. 


The Refolution. 


[F you confider (Great King ) that 
He on whom the Lives of many de- 
pend, 1s the occafion of a multitude 
of Deaths; when he executeth his 
Will with Fury and Paffion, and it 
| is a deteftable thing to extinguith the 
a Lives of many out of an Affectation 
a of Power: For when Subjects con- 
tf form themfelves to the Will of the 
a Prince, humbly yielding and com- 
:| plying : What Ground hath he to: 
difquiet himfelf} and to enter into 
Hy Paflion ? Moreover,he muft remem- 
ber, that God,who Guideth and Go- 
verneth the Univerfal World, is no 
way fubje& to Wrath, nor heated 
with Paffion ; whofe Example the 
| Prince ought to copy in his benign 
| and gentle Difpofition. To the other. 
Fortieth 
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Fortieth Queftion. 


What thing is that which may well be 
forefecn by due Precaution. 


The Refolution. 


el Sar is to meafure all things du- 
ly by the Line and Balance 
of right Reafon 5 and to conduc 
them totheir intended End an Iflue, 
and to rejet whatever is unprofita. 
ble and impertinent, as contrary to 
right Reafon 3 in fuch fort, as 
founding the Intention in every Pro- 
ceeding,we come to the head of our 
Affairs, by good Counfel: But the 
Divine Vertue renders all Counfel 
aflured and firm 5 and Yours princi- 
pally, becaufe you are given to the 
Exercife of Piety. To the other. 


134. Lhe H;ftory 
i One and fortieth Queftion: 


What is it to play the Philofopher 2. 
it The Refolution. - 

i "T Hat is,well and wifely to delibe- 
| rate and confule ‘all things that 
prefent themfelves and happen to uss. 
and not to fuffer our {elves to be 
fwayed by our irregular and fond 
ait Appetite, but to defpife all Vanities. 
q and Follies arifing from filthy Luft - 
a and fordid Lucre; and tobe alwayes 
i ready to the accompliihment ofall 
:| good ‘Works, by as good and jutk 
7 Meafures; which to attain, we ought... 
‘| to implore the Aid af -God incef. - 
a} fantly. To the other, 


Two and thirtieth Queftion. . 
What isthe Royal Vertue of 
Eofpitality, 
The Refolution. 
[T is to thew ones If NOt ingrate-. 


ful, but bountiful to all the World, 
*epaying with increafe the good turns 


few 
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you have received from another 5 in 
fuch fort as you may bear away the 
prize of Courtefie. For God greatly 
exalteth the humble, bearing great 
Favour and Jove to thofe that leffen 
and impoverifh themfelves liberally 
to raife the Vertue of others. ‘To the 
other. 


Three and fortieth Queftion. 
What Works ave of moft durations 


The Refolution. 


JE is efteemed to do a lafting 

Tf ‘Work, who hath brought to 

pafs a weighty Bufinefs and worthy 
of Regard; and when it is fuch as 
the Beholders durft not put their 
hands to it, by reafon of the Diffi- 
culty and Excellency of the Affair 5 
and that he neverthelefs fufiers none 
that have laboured in it to be unre- 
warded. Not omitting likewife, to a 
feed with fuch as he hath obliged to a 
engage 4 
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engage therein, with all Neceffartes, 
God: having regard of all things in 
this World enriches men with vari- 
ety of Gifts, allotting to fome health 
of Body, and of Underftanding, and 
many fuch Goods. Wherefore ( Great 
King ) you,in the imitation of God, 
ought to comfort the AffliGed 5 and 
to convert their Calamities into So- 
lace and Repofe, as being affured 
that whatever isdone by Juftice and 
Equity, is moft permanent and la(t- 
ing. To the other. 


Four and fortieth Queftion, 
What is the Fruit of Wifdone 2 


The Refolution. 


"THE Fruit of Wifdom is, when-we 
havecommitted nothing. whereof 


our Confcience doth knowingly re- 
proach us, and when we have pafied 
the Courfe of our. Lives Sincerely, 
For by fuch means (Excellent King) 
there is bred in our Minds a very 


Ber 
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great Satisfaction, and aninfinite joy, 
with a pleafant Complacence. For 
you (Great King’) can never want 
hopein God,condutting your Reign 
in.true Piety’ and Religion. Thefe 
Anfwers heard, all the Affiftants ex- 
prefled figns of great Approbation, 
crowned with a chearful Applaufe. 
Then the. King graciouflly invited 
themto drink. The Morning after, 
when all the Gompany returned to 
the Table, the King asked the reft in 
the following manner. 


Five and fortieth Queftion. 


What Courfe be should take never to be 
elated with Pride ¢ 


The Refolution. 


\ bis will never be {welled nor 
elated with Pride, if you keep 
your felf in an equality and modera- 
tion of Spirit, that is to fay, if upon 
all Occafions you have this Maxim 
engraven in your Mind, That you 
who 
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who bear rule over Men, are no 
more then a Man yourfelf, reflecting 
alfo with your felf, that God infatu- 
ateth the proud and arrogant, and 
raifeth thofe who are. lowly. and 
humble. To the other. 


Six and fortieth Queftion. 


What Counfellors he ought to have 
about hive, 


The Refolution.. 


‘THey fhould be your Counfellors 
( Great King) who.have been. 
long exercifed: and verféd in your 
Affairs, and fuch as you know bear 
you great Fidelity and Love; and 
who know how to conform and fuit. 
themfelves to your Condition: the - 
Light of God. sill difcover thofe . 
Who are worthy fuch an Employ-. 
ment. To the otker,. | 


Seven 


Bure 
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Seven and fortieth Queftion. 
What is moft Neceffary to a King? 


The Refolution. 


THE love of his Subjects 5 for by 

that means he will make a Bond 
of indiffoluble good will: For the 
re{t, God accomplifheth that which 
one chufeth for the beft. To the other. 


Eight and fortieth Queftion, 


What is the end of a Speech or Oration 
in Pleading? 


"The Refolution. 


T confifts, after you have propo- 
fed your Intention, in perfuiading 
that your caufe is good, confuting 
the ObjeGtionsof your Adverfary,and 
fhewing them to be inconfequent, 
worthlefs and impertinent: But the 
main end is to purfue duly the Point 
en every Occafion, and not to ftray 
with 


hin 
Wa 
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with Locutions 5; for the true per- 


fuafion is a thing addreffed from 
God. To the other. 


Nine and fortieth Queftion: 
Hom he fhould accommodate himfelf 


to divers. People in one Kingdom. 


The Refolution. | 
pr and adminiftring: Juftice 
to every one equally 3 and by 
{fo doing you fhall Govern and Rule 
them as you lift: for the reft, God 
in{pireth men with Power to difcern 
the right of Kings. To the other. 


Fiftieth Queftion.. 


In what things are we conftrained to 
be forrowful ? 


The Refolution. 


JIN the Calamities and Adverfities of 

our Friends, and moft, when we 
{ee that fuch Calamities are of a long 
durance, 
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durance, and inevitable; and when 


they are therewith {o attacked, as to 
caufe them to dye: For in fuch Griefs 


there is no means how we can take. 


off our Sorrow, (and ifthere were ) 
there is no poflible hope of Reme- 
dy, nor any profit to be found againtt 
fach Accidents, with which all hu- 
mane kind are fo grieved. For to 
avoid wholly all Mifchances, is a bu- 
finefs rather for a Divine Power,then 
a Mortal. To the other. 


One and fiftieth Queftion. 


In what thing a man deprives bimfelf 
of Glory and Honour. 


The Refolution. 


Hen a man becomes untracta- 

ble, and inacceffible, by 
Gercenefs and Pride: for then Vitu- 
peration comes upon him, and pri- 
vation of Honour follows him : for 
God, who is the Governour of Glo- 
ry, gives and takes it away, as {eem- 
eth good to him. To the OF 
WO 


} 
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Two and fiftieth Queftion. 
What kind of men he ought moft 


to trujt. 
The Refolution. 


O thofe who bear you fuch lové, 
that neither Fear, nor Avarice, 
nor Ambition, nor Covetoutfneds, nor 
hope of Lucre, cannot at all have any 
Power to divert. Neverthelefs, the 
fhew of this Love is not eafily to be 
difcerned ; and in the fame, it 1s 
needful to have Obfervation a long 
time, for thofe who are near toa 
King, afpire to make themfelves rich, 
and fpare no means to get, by his 
Favour, great Profit, and are natu- 
rally Traytors. But God conduct 
( Great King) your Councel, that 
they may fufficiently fhew you who 
are thofe that perfectly love you. To 
the other. 


Three 
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Three and fiftieth Queftion. 


What is that which conferveth a 
Kingdon ? 


The Refolution. 


‘Tat is, that the King take dili- 

gent care, and give order, that 
thofe who are in Office, and have 
charge, commit no undue things to 
| the prejudice of the People: The 
which you know very well how to 
perform, for (as it feemeth ) God 
hath given you a Spirit very excel- 
lent. To the other. . 


Four and fiftieth Queftion. 


By what means he might keep Grace 
and Honour ¢ 


The Refolution. 


BY Vertue: For fheis the accom- 
plifhment of all great Works, 

| and trips up the Feet of Vice,as be 
ave 


EAA. The Hiftory ~, 


have long experimented by your ex- | 
cellent Bounty towards al} Perfons : | | 
Which in you is a fign of the Giftof | 
God. To the other. 


: 
Five and fiftieth Queftion. 


How in Time of War he might keep 
| himfelf fiill in Tranquillity of 
Li! Spirit ¢ | 
Ly i The Refolution. 
TF you propofe in your Mind, -to | 
give order that your Lieutenants | 
and Captains commit nothing that 1s | 
‘ Evil; but that they contend by Ver- 
a | tue one with another for the proof | 
a of their Vertue,and further,that they | 
have in you a perfect Confidence, | 
that you will have their Domeitick | 
Affairs in a fingular Refpedct, if it | 
happen that they lofe their Livesfor, | 
and in your Service; By this means | 
you fhall have no Occafion tobe trou- | 
bled, difpofing all prudently by Di- | 
vine Clemency, which will infpire | 
1 you to underftand all that is good. 
if King | 
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King Ptolomy receiving this An- 
| {wer with great expreflions of Joy, 
{| with achearful Countenance entreat- 
ed them all to drink, fhewing ex- 
_tream Content and Satisfaction. 
The feventh Day, the Feaft was 
|| prepared more great and more fump- 
-tuous than it had hitherto been; be- 
_caufe that many Ambaffadours from 
Cities were arrived there. Then all 
being fet in their Order, the King 
), finding occafion to devife, asked the 
 firft of thofe that had not yet fpoken 
| their Advife in this fame manner. 


Six and fiftieth Queftion. 


How he might be refolved throughly 
by Reafon, and by Arguments ? 


The Refolution. 


F you weigh well the Propofiti- 
fons which you fhall hold, and 
| the Perfons which fpeak, and the 
Subject whereof they treat : and 

that you often inform your felf and 
| , H that 
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that in divers manners, and by long | 
sntervals of time, of the eftate of the 
above faid Affairs: For the Bounty | 
of the Spirit is an extraordinary | 
Gift of God, by which one may | 
eafily know and difcern all things. | 
To the other. Ty 


Seven and fiftieth Queftion. 


Wherefore is it that many cannot ap- 
proach unto Vertue 2 


The Refolution. — 


Ecaufe Nature hath Created all | 
Humane ‘Creatures fubje&t to | 
incontinence,and prompt to Volup- | 
tuoufnefs ; from whence Injuftice | 
and Iniquity is ingendred, and Ava- | 
ricioufnefs does greatly abound. But | 
the eftate of Vertue whofe Nature 1s 


‘fixed on things fublime, cafts away — 


all thofe whom Voluptuoufnefs doth — 
caufe to be alienated from her. For — 
{he commends before all things, that 
Juftice and Magnanimity fhall be 
obferved, 


bee 
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' obferved, the which God gives, and 
:| 1s therefore the principal Author. 
'| To the other. 


Fight and fiftieth Queftion. 


| What is that which Kings ought to 
follow above all things. 


The Refolution. 


P1Hat is the Laws: To the end 

that they ruling the lives of 
Subjects by juft and equitable Acts 
Cas we have heard you do) Great 
King, you fhall gain by this means 
| immortal Memory, if you follow the 
)| Precepts and Commands of the moft 
.| High. To the other. 


Nine and Fiftieth Queftion. 
Who are thofe that one ought to 
eled for Offices and Ma- 
giftrecies ¢ 

The Refolution. 


HEY are thofe that are a- 
| verfe to all things unjuft, and 
'|ahat are imitators of your Actions : 

| Ha and. 
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and that being drawn with the 
fweetnefs of Vertue, purfue incef- 
fantly after good Works, that they 
may attain to Glory and Honour, to 
which certainly, O Worthy King, 
{till following Vertue, you will at-_ 
tain: For God is he that crowneth | 
with Honour and Glory glorious | 
Juftice. To the other. 


The Sixtieth Queftion. 


What Perfons ought one to choofe 
for Captains ¢ : 


The Refolution. 


Hofe that do moft exceed in | 

_ Juftice and, Magnanimity, and | 

yet have more refpec& to the Lives of | 

Men than to a bloody Victory: For | 

God is he from whom all Mortals | 

receive infinite Goodnefs, the which — 

you {hall excellently imirate, if you 
perlift in doing good to your Sub- 

jects. To the other. 4 

| The 
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The One and Sixtieth Queftion. 
| Who is the Man worthy of 


Adwmiration ? 
The Refolution. 


Hat is he who doth highly 
| abound in Glory and Great- 
_-nefs, 1s opulent in Riches, and fub- 
| lime in Puiffance: yet neverthelefs 
| yields himfelf affable and kind, jutt 
| and equitable to every one, as we 
| have heard, Great King, you do 5 
| and thefame fhallmake you admired 
| by every one: For it is God that 
| hath engraven this Sollicitude in 
your Heart. To the other. 
| 


The Two and Sixtieth Queftion. 
What behoveth hine to exercife himfelf 


in, when he is at leifure, that he 
may not thereby be drowned in 
Sloth ? 

The Refolution. 


T is neceflary, with all imagina- is 
ble care and diligence to confi- f 
H 3 der : 
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der the Difcourfe which offer con- 
cerning the form and manner of li- 
ving: which every one ought con- | 
{tantly to have before his Eyes. Like- 
wife,to bear always in mind,to what 
end, Property, and Vertue, were all | 
things ordained : Becaufe in the faid 
Difcourfe there is much good and 
honeft paftime conjoined to the in- | 
creafe of Knowledge. For amongft 
little and vile things, one finds ma- 
ny times fomething that may pleafe 
him to choofe and take; for the reft | 
(Great King) it feems well to us, | 
God hath in a great meafure fo fa. 
voured you, that you will ftill be 
electing all vertuous behaviour and 
kindnefs, by the great honour you 
bear to the ftudy of Wifdom. To 
the other. 


Sees 
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The Three and Sixtieth Queftion. 


In what things ought Kings woft 
to employ their time ¢ 


The Refolution. 
EN the knowledge of Hiftories,and 


in reading Books, which treat of 
Affairs, that moft often prefent them- 
felves to him ; in which it ts needful 
that he imploy much time. It beho- 
veth moreover, that he enquire for 
thofe Writings that teach to con- 
ferye Kingdoms, and to correct the 
manners of men : which to accom- 
plith with fuch diligence as you do, 
God will give profperity to your 
Defigns, in which he will grant you 
an excellent Glory far above other 
Kings. To the other. 
The Four and Sixtieth Queftion. 


What Perfons ought one to invite 
to Banquets ¢ 


The Refolution. 
()% ought to call thofe which 


| 


are defirous to learn, and 
H 4 thofe 
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thofe who often think how the Af- | 
fairs of a Kingdom ought to pafs, | 
i and that know how to recount the | 
iI Lives of Princes: for there is nothing 
1 more pleafant, nor more delectable 
then fuch Company. For they are | 
| thofe that are well inftituted andin- | 
ftructed in the Beauty of Knowledge, | 
and have God in high Reverence. 
Plt The which thing it feems you do 
a accomplifh well ( Great King ) as 
| one may perceive, in that God hath 
been pleafed to fend you Profpert- 
ty and Happinefs in all your Affairs. — 
| To the other. 
A The five and Sixtieth Queftion. 
t Which is moft profitable for the Peo- 
ple, either to choofe over them a 
King from. a private Perfon, or to 
obey a King that was Son to a 
King ? 
_ The Refolution. 
| “SHE moft profitable to the Peo- 
ii pleis that which is moft agree- 
able with Nature : For although that 
fome 


ee 
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fome Kings Sons be fometimes Op- 
preffors of the People, yet thofe 
which from private Perfons cometo 
be exalted to fuch Sublimity and 


| Greatnefs, becaufe they have expe- 


rienced Poverty, and endured Ca- 
Jamities and laborious Travels of 
private Perfons, they are more cru- 


el then bloody Tyrants, and Rule 
_ their Subjets by force and intolera- 
_ ble Violence. Wherefore the Ordi- 
- mafice received and accuftomed, and 


the common fafhion of doing, is 
much more fure, and far better for 
Government, that it come from the » 
King by Succeflion, from Father to: 
Son, as it is with you ( Worthy and - 
Great King: ) for your Greatnefs and ° 
Excellency confifteth not fo muchin 
Honours, Glory; and great Domina- 
tion, as in Clemency and Benignity. 
The which: ( by.a Gift from God ) 
draweth and attractéth the Hearts of © 
all Perfons to love you. The King 
accepted this Anfwer with Praife,and 
turn’d himfelftowards the laft, faying, 
HS The 
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| The-fix and fixtieth Queftion.. 
pit What is moft profitable to a Kingdom ® 
i The Refolution.. 
oy et is, to-hold and maintain the 
People in Peace; and to give | 
order that Suits and Procefs of Law 
fhould be immediately and without | 
aii delay adjudged definitively sfor fuch | 
: | things are executed when the Prince: | 
a hateth the wicked, and fheweth Fa- | 
| your and Kindnefs to good and ho- 
a neft Men, and fuch as be vertuous 5. 
‘f and that. he efteems it a great thing. 
to have faved the Life of one of his 
Subjects: as we have been informed, 
you do ( Great King ) that abhorr 
all Murderers, difpofing and tem- 
pering al} by Juftice: In which you. 
adorn to Eternity the Greatnefs of 
your Deedss God having infpired 
you with a Soul free from all foul- 
nefs of Vice, and illuftrated the fame 
with moft excellent Vertue. 


After 


it 


i 
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Fter thefe Anfwers, there arofe 
a great Noife of Congratulati- 


ons and Applaufes with an exceflive 


joyful Acclamation, and the whole. 
Hall was full of joyful Shouts. The 
King then commanding filence, and: 


taking his Cup, invited them all to: 
| drink: then addrefling his Spcech to. 
| the faid Doétors, pronounced thefe’ 


Words in the prefence of all the Af- 
fembly.. I repute this day (my Ma- 
feers) to be to me moft happy by your 
Prefences , for your Anfwers have 
brought to me. moft great Profit and: 
Inftrucfion for the Government.of my. 
felfand my Kingdon: 

Thus all being ended, he ordained ' 
that to’every. one of the Doctors 
fhould be delivered three Talents of 
Silver, and by and by, gave.to every: 
one of them.a Page to wait upon 
thein at their. Table..So with great 
contentment to.every one, the Feaft, 
was ended. with, great Praife of the: 
Kings Liberality 5 who above all, 

fhew:d: 
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fhew'd a Countenance of receiving: | 
the greateft Satisfaction: and moft: 
joyful content. | 


Have been hitherto Philocrates, 
_ thus prolix in the recital of the 
Bufinefs, which I have done, for the 
great efteem I havehad of fuchmen, 
and of their Wifdom: marvelling at 
the readinefs of their Anfwers, being 
{6 pertinent to that which was pro- 
pofed.to them upon the fudden: 
fhewing fuch Elegance «in their 
Speech, as if thefe Queftions had’ 
been. long time in premeditation > 
and that he who propofed' themshad 
thought of them long before he de- 
manded'them:-and-yet their Anfwers 
to him were found fo agreeable, ‘as 
if they had long before confulted to- 
gether about them. Wherefore it is 
no wonder that: they feem admira- 
ble, not to me only, but to’ the 
Phylofophers alfo, and to all them 
that were prefent, affuring: you bat 
uc 
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fach things are more hard to believe 
than one would imagine, in which 
I will not wonder, 1f the Faith of 
the Readers be vanquifhed: For my 
part, what occafion have I to add 
Dreams or. Falfities, feeing that all 
which I have Written, isto be found 
im the Regifters of the King, where 
it is held the greateft of Crimes, to 
find any; untruth in- the leaft. thing 
of the World. 

Laffure you then, that this Reci- 
tation is moft true, containing the 
Difcourfe of all the things as they 
have.pafied in verity, without mix- 
ture of any Errour; for to this end, 
that I might beft know the truth, I 
have ufed this Diligence ‘to fearch 
publick Regifters, where we may fee 
recited the Banquets and Fealts, to- 
gether with the Interrogations alfo 
of the King and the Anfwers which 
were given him, and all even Word 
for.Word ; from whence I ‘have bor- 
rowed what I have here Written. For 


you know it hath been:the cuftom 
to 


“ 
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to Regifter and Inroul all that hath 
been done and faid, 
co egifer what CVETY day from the 
was propounded time that the King be- 
peneen teed 7 gan to give Audience, 
Prereneae, “SE “untothe time He went 
to Bed, without o- 
mitting any thing that he did, or was 
faid to his Majefty : A courfe truly, 
very profitable and well inftituted : 
For by that means the regiftred AGs 
of the precedent day being read, if 
any thing were omitted in what the - 
King had faid or done, there might 
be Opportunity of amendment. 
Therefore, after I had diligently 
fearched' the Day Book of the King; 
F have collected thefame for you, here 
by Writing, as afore-faids. Well 
knowing: the extraordinary great 
defire you have to underftand all 
remarkable Occurrences. 


The. 
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The means ufed by the 72 Doéors,iz 
their Interpreting, or Tranflating 
the Law. 


“Hree dayes after thefe Feafts and 
Difputes were ended, Devzetvi- 
us conducted all thefe Doctors to- 
wards the Sea, into an Ifle; and en- 
tring upon a Bank, pafled a Bridg. 
which led towards the North,where 
the place defigned for this Affembly 
was, and where they fhould hold 
their Conference for their Interpre- 
tation of the Law. 
ht was a Houle of Pleafant Scitu- 
ation, and moft magnificent, upon 
the Banks of the Sea, very ftately 
and cutioufly decked and trimmed : 
where, above all Conveniencies,there 
was great filence for the tranquility 
of the Spirit, and repofe of the Un- 
derftanding. Moreover, there was 
all things neceflary for Life, care- 
fally provided and prepared with 


great convenience and ale. ; 
n 
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In this place Demetrius entreatel | 
them they would difpofe themfélyes 
to the Interpretation of the Law, in | 
which they began to proceed,. dif. 
puting, and conferring together of 
every thing; untill-they came all to 
one general accord and-confent, to 
refolve in a. true. fence advifedly, 
The which done, they fet down in 
Writing, that which was by them 
fo compofed and reduced into good 
order, the moft learnedly, and-the 
moft eloquently that they could, by 
the Advice and Counfell‘of all; they 
put it apart, that the fame might af 
terwards be put into the Hands of 

cmetrins. 

Theit Colloquies and Conferences 
lafted from the Morning untill nine 
of the Clock,and fo rifing from thefe 
Difputes, they.went to take Recre- 
ation and Air for their Health, after 
all things were fumptuoufly admini- 
{tred unto them. For Dorothea; who 
had the fame in charge, .was therein 
fo careful, that there was. nothing 


_ made 
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made ready for the Kings Perfon, 
but every day they bad as much of 
the fame to every fingle Perfon, and 
he would once the day come to vi- 
fic them with courtfhip in his own 
proper Perfon, and they fometimes 
went to falute the King with great 
Reverence,and fo return d to privacy. 

Every Morning it was their Cu- 
{tom to make their Prayers to God, 
after they had wafh’d their Handsin 
the Sea, as the Jews cuftomarily ufe 
Lavations, and then retir'd to their 
Readings and Interpretations. 

1 was fo bold to ask them why 
they fo wafhed their Hands before 
they made their Prayers ? to which 
demand they made this Anfwer - 
that this wafhing of thehandsdid ad- 
monifh them to donothing wicked- 
ly, but to devote all their Actions 
to Piety, and Sanctity : becaufe that 
all the Works they did with their 
Hands might be effected according ‘ 
to Juttice, Trutb, and Cleannefs,* as 7. 
wehave before faid. zs | 

OO. he 
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To conclude, thefe Perfonages be- 
ing in fuch Serenity of Air, Beauty 
of dwelling, Tranquility of Silence, 
Pleafantnefs of Repofe, and Roy- 
al Entertainment,finifhed the Work 
undertaken: and,which 1s a note of 
Admiration, ( they had fo exprefly 
ordered it among themfelves) and fol- 
lowed it with fuch care and diligence, 
that the Interpretation of the Law 
was fully finifhed in the {pace of 72 
Dayes. Devzetrius. then fecing the 
Tranflation and Interpretation of the 
Law was fo well and happily brought 
to an end, wufed means that the 
multitude of the Jems, then being in 
Egypt, might be convocated to the 
place where the Work was then per- 
fected: to whom he fhewed how all 
things had been done, beginning with 
all Circumftances of the Enterprize, 
and all in the prefence of the Inter- 
preters. To the King all the Mul- 
titude attributed great Praife, and 
gave infinite thanks, for being the 
mediate caufe of foimportanta good, 

; and. 
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and a benefit of fuch excellency : 
Likewife they fhared a part of the 
Honour to Demetrius, intreating 
him to fhew them that Favour as to 
have a Copy for their Princes, for 
to haue their Advice, and to delibe- 
rate upon the Profit or Damage 
that might arife upon the fame. 

In this fort was the Law review- 


ed,re-known,and reeetved in the af-~ 


fembly of the Princes of the Jews, 
and of the Multitude, and ofthe Am- 
baffadors of Towns. And upon 
Proclamation made ( the feventy 
two DoGors being prefent) that all 
was well and holily Tranflated, and 
done after a moft exquifite manner : 
it was provided that nothing thereof 
fhould be changed, and that all 
things fhould remain in the fame 
eftate without alteration of the leatt 
thing or tittle. 

As the Tranflation was thus ap- 
proved of all, and the Decree made 
for the ratification of the fame 3 De- 


metrius commanded that according: 
to 
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to their cuftom, they fhould make 
Imprecations and Maledi¢tions a- 
gain{t thofe which fhould undertake 
or {hould prefume to add any thing 
thereto, or to transferr it other- 
wayes by changing, effacing, or or- 
dering any thing whatfoever it were, 
unto that which was fo perfectly 
now written. And when all was 
perfected and accomplifhed in this 
manner, he adjured the Jems to 
hold, keep, and preferve it invio- 
lably for ever : the which they pro- 
mifed to do with great Joy and Ac- 
clamation. 

So Demetrius, finding himfelf 
greatly fatisfied ,' efpecially be- 
caufe he had been. a great Con- 
ductor of the Work: and that he 
had given to the King fuch Content 
an the happy execution and accom- 
plifhment of his charge, and of this 
his Felicity, made great Comple- 
menits to the King. Who having af- 
ter with great Diligence perus‘d this 
Interpretation, and confidered the 
profun- 
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profundity of the Sence of the Law- 


- maker, which he admired with an 


_ aftonifhed regard: he faid to De- 


metrius, How comes it to pafs that 
none of the Poets or Hiftorians have 


‘put their Hands to this Law, be- 


ing it is a thing of fo high and per- 


fe& Excellency > To which Deme- 
trius anfwered, that no body never 
durft touch it, as well for the re- 
verence of the fame, as alfo that 
God had forbidden it 5 fo as fome 
having prefumed to attempt it,have 
been chaftifed with Divine Punifh- 
ment: whereupon they have been 
conftrained to defift from their en- 
terprize: For,as teftifieth Theopom- 
pus, which, by a recital of himfelf, 
faith, that prefuming to transferr in- 
to his Hiftory fome Secrets of the 
Holy Law, he was afilitted more 
then 30 dayes following with a per- 
turbation of his Underftanding: But 
calling upon God in the Intervals 
and Ceflations of the moft vehement 
fits of this his Malady, 1t was ant 
1m 
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him in his fleep, this Punifhment 
was fent him from God, for having 
prefumed to prophane and. falfifie 
things Sacred. So by this Vifion he 
was corrected,repented,and perfect- 
ly received his Sences again. 

And, faid Demetrius, wpon mine 
own knowledge, I affirm, that The- 
odorus a Tragick Poet, willing to 
ufurp fomething from this Law,there- 
with to enrich his Poefie, loft his 
fight : Neverthelefs, advifing with 
himfelf} and concluding that this his 
Audacioufnefs was the caufe of his 
Blindnefs, prayed to God for many 
dayes, whereby he came again to 
Health. ? 

The King, faying that this was 
wifely fpoken, adored the Law: 
Commanding that the Books of the 
fame fhould be preferved the moft 
curioufly and: carefully that might 
be poflible: and advifing with the 
Interpreters, benignely and graci- 
oufly prayed them, that when they 
were in Jadea,they would often come 
and fee him. Finally, 


a 
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Finally, he gave order, that they 
fhould be honourably returned back 
| and conducted into their Country, 
promifing them, that how oft foever, 
and when they pleafed to return, he 
would entertain them as his princi- 
- pal Friends: fo honouring them with 
fair Prefents according to their Me- 
- rits, and commanding that all things 
-fhould be made ready for the dif- 
_ patch of their return, ufing towards 
them all Royal Magnificence; He 
/ gave to every one of them three 
rich Habilliments, and two Talents 
of Gold,and an excellent Cup of the 
weight of a Talent. Moreover, Fur- 
niture to furnifh a Chamber 5 over 
and above he fent to Eleazer ten 
Table-bedsor Couches of eafe, which 
had the Feet of Silver, and adorned 
| with all that was neceflary to the 
beautifying of them. 

Further, he fent him a Prefent of 
thirty. Talents of Cilicia, that 1s to 
- fay,ten Robes, whereof the one was 

of Purple 5 and a fair Grown of an 
| hundred 
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hundred Tunicks of Crefpe, of Viols, 
of Bafins, and two Cups of Gold for | 
the Sacrifices. After, he intreated 
Eleazer, that when any of the faid 
Doétors fhould defire rather to re- 
turn to him, then to remain in Hie- | 
rufalem , that he would not hinder | 
them by any means,for he protefted | 
he made great efteem of wife Mens | 
Gompany ; and that he would {pare 
for nothing to draw them to him. | 
In which he fhould beft employ his — 
Riches, to all imaginable Content 
and Profit, and not, as fome Prodi- 
gal Princes do, in vain Trifles that 
profit nothing. 

Behold here, my Philocrates, the 
Prefent which I promifed you; in 
which I hope, you will take more 
Pleafure, than in reading vain, fabu- 
lous Narrations, being that you ufe 
to whet and fharpen your Under- 
{tanding in\ the Contemplation of 
the moft great and Noble Acttons : 
In which you have imployed much 
time, which hath given me occafion 

: now 
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now to write you things worthy 
and excelent, and the beft that f 
could chufe, becaufe that betwixt us 
I would kindle a kind Contention 
and Emulation of amiable Vertue,, 

_ for the defire to haveanintelligence 
of things more worthy to be obfer- 

_ ved, and which are the moft excel- 

~ Tent. 


The end of ARISTEUS 
his Hittory. 


The Hiftory 


Proofs concerning this 


— Aiftory. 


OW follow fundry Opinions | 
NX of divers Authors,Ancient and | 
Modern, concerning this Bufinefs | 
and Tranflation of the Law of Mo- 
fes. And firft, an Extra& from the | 
fourth Chapter of the fifth part of | 
the feveral Collections of Pietro | 
Meffie, in which there fell (faith he) | 
an admirable and miraculous hap, | 
viz, How the 72 Interpreters being | 
put feverally into feveral Cells, by | 
the Commiffion of the King, with- 
out poffible means to conferr. the | 
one with the other, and that after | 
they had made, fo feparated, every 
one hisT radudtion,and being brought 
all together before the King’ with 
all their Tradu@tions , neverthelefs | 
were all found fo conformable, that 
there | 


fo 


of the Septuagint. 171 
there was not one fyllable more in 
the one than 1n the other: which 
could net be without the efpecial 
Grace and Operation of the Holy 
Ghoft 5 as faith Saint Axgu/ftine, 
| Treneus, and Tertuliax, who faith, he 
| had feen in his Time, and in Alex- 
andria, the very Books written by 
_ the Hands of the feventy two Tran- 
{lators, which were in Hebrew and in 
Greek. As much alfo faith Juftix the 
Philofopher,. in the Book of his Ad- 
| wertifements, that he made to the 
| Pagans and Gentiles: where hefaith, 
that King Prolomens madeto be built, 
without the City of Alexandria, {e- 
venty two Halls, to lodg feverally 

| thefeventy two Traductors,and there 
provided very honourably for them 
all, of all that to them was necefla- 
ry: In. the which place, the faid 
Tranflators remained, without one 
| feeing the other, untill that fuch 
their Tranflations were perfectly 
finifhed. And. he affirmeth alfo, 
to have feen then the Ruins and old 
. she tbs: Walls 
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Walls of thefe Buildings, which were | 


kept as Reliques and things Sacred. 
And although Saint Hierow and 
Ruffinus agree not in the number of 
the faid Chambers, the mattér“fs not 
great. Secing that according to Saint 
Auguftin, and many other Authors, 


every Tranflator made his Tran{la- | 


tion apart, without conference with 
the other, yet all the Traductions 
were found conform. 


And truly, however, when it is 


duely confidered, it appears a great | 


Myftery,and may be held for a great 
Miracle of this Conformity of Style 
and of Order, to Tranflate a thing, 
fo long and {fo diverfe, although all 
the Tranflators had been together, 
and that they had begun this Work 
at this time. 


| 
| 


For we fee that it 1s enough fortwo | 
_ men to accord in one only point, | 
when they are to mix fomething to- | 


gether. 


After the Tranflation was finifh- | 


ed, the Fews that remained in Egypt, 


and 


| 


q 
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and which had been verfed in their 
Law, recommended to the King this 
Holy Writing 5 wherewith the King 
was right well content. And for 
certain, according to Jofephus, and 
Eufebius, King Ptelomy was afto- 
PERS 5 AS of dss 
nifhed at the Holy Serzpiures, and ra- 
vifhingly taken with their My{tertes: 
That he demanded of Demetrius 


Phalerius ( who had the charge of 


TH)..*2° 
YY Ya82# 


‘his Library) faying, How comes it 


/ J 
that Lycurgus,Solon,and other Law- 


givers, are-fo filent of the Law of 
the Fews ¢ 
To. whom Demetrius anfwered, 


faying, (Sir) ThisLaw, as you may 


fufficiently fee, comes from God, fo 
that no Law-giver durft be fo har- 
dy to touch it, or take from it any 
Tra&: For even Theopompus was 
{ftrucken by the Divine Hand with 
Perturbation of his Senfe, and with 
a Cardiack Paffion,for having a will 
to mix the Holy Hiffory of the He- 
brews, by his Inriching it with elo- 
quent Words,and rhetorical Colours. 
b3 But 
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But after returning to God, and | 
commending himfelfto his Mercy, it | 
was revealed to himina Dream, that | 


his Difafter came upon him for fo at- 


tempting to embellifh, and (as he | 
thought ) to enrich the Sincerity of | 
the Holy Scriptures with dreft Words | 
and trimd Phrafes, and to commu- | 
nicate it fo to the Pagans and Infi- | 
~ dels. | 


Tt comes alfo into my thoughts, 
how I heodorus,a Tragick Poet,fud- 
denly loft his fight, for having taken 
one only paflage of. Holy Writ for 
Argument of his Tragedy : but re- 
penting him of the fame, and doing 
Penance for his Forfeit, he reco- 
vered his fight as before. 


Hitherto are the Words of Pie- 
2 ft tro Meffie, by the which we 
may fee the Diverfity of Opinions 
that is among{t Authors, concernin 

this Tranflation of the Law of Mo- 
fes. For my felf, it feemeth to me, 
that Ariftexs, which was always pre- 
fent, 


aS 
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| fent, and that had conduced to the 

affair in part, meriteth that one do 

him the Honour to give belief to his 

Hiftory , although fome Doctors 
therein vary. 


A fhort Difcourfe of the Antiquity and 
Dignity of the Sacred Books, and, 
Excellency of their infpired Wri- 
ter, the Prophet Motes. 


By the Eyglifa Tranflator. 


. § the true God is the ancient of 
Dayes. and. Times; fo it pleafed 

him that his perpetual Hiftory contained 
in Holy Scriptures, fhould excell in Anti- 
quity of Time, all other Hijtories and 

| Wiitings of the World that can be 
found; the Writings of the Pagans and 
Nations, being all under thefe, and Jong: 
‘after, and that only of Mo/es,the Sub- 
jet of this former Hiftory, contains the 
account of years juftly from the Creation 
14 and 
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and beginning ofthe World, even unto 
the coming of the promifed Redeemer. 
A reckoning (I fay ) fo juft and certain, 
that there is no fuch to be found. 

For to come to the Time wherein the 
Prophet of God, Mofes, the firft Writer 
af Holy Writ, began to write manifeft- 
ly under the Lord of Heaven and Earth; 
we may gather, and without prejudice, 
of all that then could be done ; as bya 
Paflage, among{t many other places, we 
read of in the feventeenth Chapter of the 
Book of Exodus, where it is faid, God 
Commanded him tomrite ; and that in the 
fame year the People of I/rae/ iffued out 
of Egypt, which was from the Creation 
of the World 2513. Upon which we 
may advertife our felyes, that the years 
are calculated according to Verity of the 
faid Scriptures, by the faithful Servants 
of God, which have happily travelled 
therein. , 

And therefore we need not reft upon 
the Calculation of Hiftories, Annals,and 
humane Chronicles, or other Writers 
that have not intirely followed Holy 
Scriptures, who are difcordant amongft 
themfelves, and many times dire€tly op- | 
pofice to one anothers times. 


There- 
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Therefore, if we diligently fearch all 
‘Antiquities and: Writings of men. of all 
Nations, that have any appearance of 
cettaintime,wherein thofe W riuings were 
made, and after confer thofe times with 
the things recited and inregiftred by the 
Holy Prophet Mo/es,and the time where- 
in he writ them; we fhall fee manifelily 
the Excellency and Antiquity that he is 
herein above all men: For the Fables 
and Difguifements of prophane Poets, 
Greeks and Latines, which all came a 
long time after Mofes: Amongft them 
(I {ay ) we fhall fee no other but mani- 
feft Dreams, Lyes; and amongft other 
things notable, fome Corruptions of 
the Sacred Scriptures, long before Writ- 
ten, of which, they having heard fome 
inckling, and received it as from hand 
to hand, or drawn itfrom his Writings, 
or heard it recounted by the Father to 
the Son, and they from their Anceftors, 
which were the Children and Succeflors 
of the three Sons of Noah, who was the 
fecond Father of humane kind, and re- 
{torer of the Nations of all the W orld, 
all ifuing from his Pofterity, after the 
univerfal Flood. 

His three Sons, (as Holy Scripture 
hath acquainted us with,) where Ser, 
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Ham, and Japhet, of whom are de(cen= 
ded all the Earth:: And this before*{po- 
ken, is eafily and fufficiently. difcovered 
in the Writings of the faid Pagans, by 
the proper Names of the.{aid Children 
of Noah, and of their Succeffors, which’ 
of long time before thefe Writings and 
prophane Hiftories, had been named by’ 
Mofes. , 

For the Pagavs teftifie, that the Peo- 
ple had made of thefe Ancient Fathers, 
{dols, and Gods: As of Faphet, Fapetus, 
they drew Javan, Fanws, and Ion, and 
becaufe they were Names: held in the 
Hebrew Letters, or value of them; they. 
accommodated them. to their Tongues 
and Letters, and to make them rhore 
eafie and glib in their accuftomed Pro- 
nunciation, came near, but-with alte- 
ration. 

And: if we will go more *high, and 
weigh the old Times of the firft Age 
which preceeded the Flood; ‘as we have 
it from that-only Hiftory of Mofes in the 
Holy Bible: We thall eafily perceive 
that the Pagan Poets and Writers have 
received, even the Ancient Names, and 
mingled them amongft their Fables and 
Dreams, and drawn them from the-Ho- 
ly Scriptures. 

And. 


tea 


of Mofes s Writing. 7 7 a 


And {o it fhall appear plainly, that 
their falfe God, Vadean, is not very hard 
to unmask, that he was a mortal Man, , 
and one of the Sons of the other Lamech, 
the prime Bigamift and corrupter of. 
Marriage ; who defcended of that ac- 
curfed Race of Cain: And this appears 
by the faculty of this Vulcan, which was. 
a Smith or forger of Armour: And Mo- 
Ses declares him fo,and by his Name too, 
for he is by him called Thu-vudeain ; and 
every one any thing skilfd in the He- 
brew, knows, that ifthey leave the firft 
Letter, which is fervile, and put to form, 
the Name, according to the manner ol 
the Hebrews, it will appear mere Vudeazn 3 
for their Leeter Beth,B. having not a prick 
in him, is pronounced as. our v-Confo- 
panes. wae’ 

And for the name of Vudcain’s Wile, . 
by Mofes calPd Nebama,. which fignif- 
eth Fair in their Language, or, as {peak 
the LatinesVenufta: Itis.a plain courte ta 
difcover vain Beauty, or their fo much - 
celebrated, unchaft, and wanton Verus. 
A goodly Race and fair Family, of thas 
accurfed murtherer, Caz7. . : 

And here-may we {ee fome of the pro- 
per Gods_and Idols of the poor Pagans, 
amonelt that Anthi// of Such and one ill 

oln 


180 © Dignity and Antiquity 

{ftoln Names, unhandfomely fetch’d from 
the Holy Scriptures,swith and by the fub- 
tilty of the Devil; to the end that a wicked 
Troop of execrable Gyants, violent op- 
preflors of men, Thieves, and Adulte- 
rous defperates, fhaken off, and damned 
by the Word of God, of whom the 
firft Apoftate and Lyer, Sathan, made 
his counterfeit Gods and Idols; the old 
Serpent, expert and knowing in all ma- 
lice, that there was no better way for 
him to muffle and blind humane Judge- 
ment from the knowledge of the true 
God, at firft ingraven in-the Souls of 
mien, but by this counterfeit device with 
Pofterity. | 

Buc to pafs farther in our begun pur- 
pole, touching the fabulous Writings of 
the Pagan Poets, we fhall find,that their 
Difcourfe, in the beft we can of it, is but 
Corruptions of the Truth, in the Holy 
Scriptures of God, or things therein re- 
vealed ;turn’d by them into Dreams, and 
prophane Narrations: As we may fee, in 
that they writ of the Creation 


‘Ovid. 1. de ; : 
Meta.Virgil of the World, and Govertn- 


6, Enid,  tnentofthefame,oftheDivine 
Virgil Eghg. vettue that fuftains and inte- 
4. 5 riourly nourifheth all things 
of the Confumption of Heayen and 
pi ; . Earth 
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arth with Fire at the laftDay, and alfo 
ofthe Reftoration of the World,and of all, 
things in fuch good order, for all fo ma- 
ny Confufions proceeding trom Sin. Alt 
which things they might obtain, and by 
fome dark means draw from the Books 
of Holy Scripture and Sacred Prophets, 
tranflated out of Hebrew into other Lan- 
guages, or underftand fomething by 
means of the.difperfion of the . : 
People of Ifrae/,{pread through yh ofp so 
all the Provinces of the Roman e 
Empire, and through all the Quarters 
of the World. For the Zews had for the 
moft part leave in all Places to hold their 
Synagogues, and to have publick Le- 
Gures of their Law and Pro- 
phets : When thefe Pocts, Afh 18, 20, 
> flatterers of men, turn’d all that, {poken 
of the Perfon of Chrift, the promifed 
Redeemer.and that then was } 
expected ; falfely to apply Virgil. Hnetd. 
them by flattery to their Princes, falle 
Gods and Idols. 
But let us leave all thofe Juglers and 
_Lyers, that durft be fo prophanely bold 
to corrupt the pure Verity of God's 
Word, and {peak we of the Gentiles 
Writings, how long they came after 
Mofes, and Writ fince he: and that Hh 
they 
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they have given Teftimony to him and: 
his Divine Writings, which may at leaft 
{uffice to conyince all Contradiétors, 
that Mofes was in. Nature, and before 
them all. We underftand, that hisrec- 
koning is a perpetual following all. the 
years finice the Creation of the World, 
even unto his time, as it is eafie to ga~ 
ther by his Books, and his account of 
the Years, and Lives of the fir{t Fathers, 
from Adam, unto the Patriarch Abrabanp, 
and after,fcom his Succeffors, as from Fa- 
ther to'Son, to wit, Ifaac , Facob, Levi, 
Caath, Amram, and. then Aaron, and. 
Mofes hirnfelf, Children of the {aid 4m- 
vam: And that he had exprels charge to 
Write to the very: !aft, the. year fince 
the Creation of the World, 2513. and 
of his-Life the So. Year, and hath conti- 
nued his Holy Stories, even to the year 

of his Death, and of the World, 2552. 
Now fince that time, God hath al- 
ways fo proyided’ for. the advancement 
of his Glory, and the edification of his 
Church, , that the perpetual .Hiftory of 
her, and the certain account of the years 
of the World, hath. been continued and 

{till putin Writing by. his Prophets. 

As itisto be feen in the Holy. Books 
thattreatofand containzhe Goyernmen : 
of . 
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of Fofbua, and the Judges : then to Sa- 
muel, and the Kings of the People, unto 
the Tranfmigration into Babylon, and of © 
other Governours,which havetucceeded 
them, after their return from thence. 
And finally, the Prophet Danied hath 
declared the reft of the time, that is, The 
AGO years fince the faid Deliverance of the 
jews, aud return from Babylon, 
by the means of Cyrus, King of 
Perfia, even to the Death and Refurreéti- 
on of Chrilt the Redeemer, promifed to the 
Holy Fathers, which is our Lord Fefus, the 
eternal Sow of God, true God, and true 
Man ; ho appeared living after his Deaths 
and Refurrettion to more than 
five hundred faithful Wuneffes Luk, 24. 
Hk . 1 Cor. 1&5 
at ome time, befides his other : 
manifeftations, and mounted vifibly into 
Heaven in the year of the World, 3961. 
Now if wewill {earch all the Hiftories 
of all che Nations of the World,of whom 
the Writings are atrived to our Age, the 
moft Ancient time of which they make 
mention fhall be of their antient Deftru- 
tion of Troyby the Greeks. The Hiftory 
whereot: hath been written by Diétis of 
thel fle of Creet, which is the beft Tefti- 
mony: they have for the prefent, and 
firice, by Homer.and many others. . 


eed be 
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And from this Deftru&tion, Diodorus 
Siculus, renowned amongft the Hiftori- 
ans, began his Books ; now the fame,ac- 
cording with the common Judgment 
and Calculation of knowing men, comes 
only to be about 358 years before the 
building of Rome; the fame time then 
falls to be in the fixteenth year of the 
Government of Eloz, Judge of 
Judges ¥2. che People of Ifrael, mention- 
ed in the Book of Fadges. And the fame 
was 316 years before the firft OLmpiade, 
the reckoning of the Annalsof the Greeks: 
So thea the faid DeftruGion ef Troy falls 
to be only under the year ofithe World 
2833. VVhen therefore we.thall give 
confent,that their Writings,the moft cer- 
tain, whofe Narrations we may beft give 
Credit unto: Yet the Prophet Mofes 
fhall be found much more Ancient then 
all the Writers of the World, what Na- 
tion, foeever, though they are in great 
number, and of whom we fee yet the 
old Books in: thefe lat times in their 
proper Tongucs. nd 
_ And that he hath puchis hand to the 
Pen, and began to write his Divine Re- 
velations of the Creation and Condué: 
of the World even tohis time, and his 
facred Hiftory and Prophefies er 
the 
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the Church of God fhall at leaft be 325 
years before all other Writers, of whom 
there is any mention or news in the 
World ; that is to fay, in the year of 
the World 2512. 

Whereupon we note,even to this pre- 
fent, again{t all thofe prophane Mockets 
that have difgorged that enormous Biai- 
phemy among others, that the World 
is eternal and of it felf: which if it were, 
fo as they dream, and that it had no 
fuch beginning as is written by Mofes, 
they might find then by all, and in all 

Languages, many Hiftories of infinite 
times, and many Chronicles of many 
Ages, and of old times that have pre- 
ceded Mofes in the account of years. 

But we fee that there is no fuch, and 
that the holy Bible is found even in the 
middle amongft all forts of Enemies that 
flrive to deftroy, lofe, abolifh, burn, 
and extermine from the World the 
Books of it, and for all thereto they 
had fo long time, yet neverthelefs they 
never could, nor ever fhall. For we {ce 
the faid Bible yet,in his proper Writing 
and Language, and of all others of what 
Nation foever, the moft celebrated and 
renowned: and if they could find any 
Hiftory, which. had been written before 

Mofes 
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Mofes was born into the World,yet fhall 
it contain their Time and Compofition, 
with more yearsand ages, as we can ga« 
ther from the holy Scriptures, even to 
this prefent year 1623, fince the Nativi- 
ty of Chrift. 

The which account of times paft 
from the Creation unto this prefent year, 
fhall come to amount to 5563 years, but 
fuch Hiftories neither can be found,nor 
ever were. . 

But for Mofes, and his faithful Wri- 
tings,even prophane Authors and Hifto- 
ries of the Gertiles themfelves,have been, ., 
even as it were, divinely conftrained to’ 
bear Teftimony, maugre their Calim- 
nies, Lyes, Dreams, and’ Difguifings, 
through and by the invincible force of 
Truth. And fo they have*ferved for 
Certificates to all Nations of the vene- 
table and well known Antiquity of hin 
and his-Holy Writs. 

Por fome of them have: no- 
ted, and writ thus, (asia thing 
notorious of their times } to wit, 
That in the Eaft parts, and of Syria it 
felf, there had been an Abraham, an If- 
rael, andeven a Fofeph, who fay they, 
was a Son of the {aid Ifrael, fold by his. 


Tropus. 
Juftinus, 


Brethren, and led into Egypt. 


Then 
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Then how he was received into the 
Court, and held very dearly with the 
King, to whom he foretold the grievous 
and great Famin ; fo as without the Di- 
vine Counfel by him given, ( whereup- 
on the admonifhed King gathered up 
and made Refervation of Corn before 
the time of the faid Famin, ) Egypt had 
perifhed. 

And finally, how his Succeffor Mofes, 
and all his People iffued out of Egypt, 
came to Mount Sinai, how they confe- 
crated the Seventh day for their Sab- 
both, or refting day: But I will leave 
this Difcourfe,though diverfified from a 
fpark of Truth, that thefe Hiftorians 
have mixed with their own Devices, as 
prophane; and in which they were poor- 
ly advertifed.and deceived, by the fub- 
tilty of Satan, as we may well know by 
conferring their Writings with the Holy 
Bible. ahve. : 

And be it that thele Scoffers of God 
and his Holy Word, dare be fo bold to 
fay and affirm, that Mofes, and his, 
have fupprefled and abolifhed all Prece- 
dent Hiftories, making their Writings 
to be before all others, thereby to Au- 
thorize them the better ; yet we will 
leave thofe their Calumnies to the Judg- 
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ment of any of found Senfe and Under- 
ftanding : If that could be, or can have 
any place or fhadow of belief amongft 
men of found Judgment or reafonable 
Difcourfe : For if they will put into ma- 
ture Confideration the {mall means and 
contemptible Quality in the World of 
thefe poor Ifraedites, but Shepherds and 
breeders of Cartel; and, which is worle, 
People expofed to the Oppreffions and 
hard Servitude under their puiffant Ene- 
mies, and cvil difpofed. Neighbours. 

_ Then who fhall make comparifon.of 
them with great Kings and People of the 
Earth, Babylonians, Aigyptians, Syrians, 
Romans, and other Potentates, who with 
all their Authority, their Edi&ts, Forces, 
and Armies, had never power to 
abolifh the Holy Books, written fim- 
ply by our poor Shepheards ; when they 
could not, conferye their Royal Libra- 
ties, favoured of all the World! Tru- 
ly, this may well put to the bluth thefe 
wifelings, that thew them(elves fools in 
fo {peaking, and difcourfing without 
Difcourfe, and will Judge of things 
withour inquiry. 


Now 
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Now for the Integrity of Mofes, for us 
Chriftians, we are fufficiently 
cleared and {atisfied by the Au- 
thority of the Holy Spirit of 
God, who hath given excellent ‘Tefti- 
‘mony by ali the Scriptures, both in the 
Old and New Teftament, of his Origi- 
nal and Lineage, being defcended from 
the latter Levz, Nephew of the Holy 
Patriarch Abraham: Alo of his miracu- 
lous Confervation and Deliverance from 
Death and Waters; from whence he 
was drawn forth, andsthen had that 
name of Mofes in their Language. 
Then his Royal Education and Bree- 
ding, his Love to his afflicted People, 
is Magnanimity to defpife humane 
nfs, in preferring the juft caufe and 
france of Chrift, the Redeemer then 
look’d for, before all the Regal Eftate 
and great Treafure of Agypt. 
Moreover, his fufferance long and 
bitter, for the defence of Right and E- 
quity, and for the Deliverance of the 
poor affited: His Divine calling to the 
Charge and Government of his People, 
his Patience, Gentlene(s, and Perfeve- 
rance with fuch Faithfulnefs, in the dif- 
ficult Execution of this weighty Charge, 
and the fingular gift of Prophecy, af 
fe) 
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of his Divine Miracles fo ftrange and {fu- 
pernatural, that they have been admi- 
red and celebrated of all the whole 
World. 

But there is.one point,above all, ve- 
ry Remarkable, and which is more than, 
fufficient. to overcome humane Reafon, 
and to fhew the Integrity,ot Moa/fes ;which 
is, that if he had would, he might eaft- 
ly, and according to.the manner of men, 
have had the Menarchy andDomination 
for hisChildren,and their, Pofterity upon 
all, the People of Ifrae/ :, And with the 
fame, the two fertile Kingdoms, redu- 
ced under his hand, and Conquered be- 
yond Jordan. Neverthelefs, he left his 
Sons, Ger for and EXezer, and their Po- 
{terity, private men, and of moft {imple 
Eftate, amongft the other, Levites. And 
the fame Children remaining fubjeét to 
the Sacrificers, Succeffors of. Aaron,and to 
the Magiftrates and Governours of If- 
rael, | 

More, that he hath himfelf written 
and inregiftred his own proper Faults ; 
and yet more notable,thofe of his Houle; 
as of his Brother, Sifter, and Nephews, 
and the raoft remarkable Judgments of 
God’s Chaftifements and Punifhments of 

hom alktceit ea 
Of 
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Of which things, all his People were 
Witnefles, in number more than fix 
hundred thoufand Perfons: And if they 
could have contraried him for any falfi- 
ty, either for the prelent, or times to 
come: If he had been, I fay, fuch as 
they could have found any brack in his 
Actions, or in his Writings, or falfenefs 
in either his Perfon, or any of his, in 
his Life, and his Miracles, in his Wri- 
tings or End. But on the contrary,all the 
Hebrews and Jews, which have been 
fince that time, and are now near 3000 
years fince ; and that are difperfed 
through all the VVorld, who are in fo 
great a number, that if they were re-u- 
nited into a body of People, and into a 
State, their multitude fhould be innume- 
rable, and might aftonifh the greateft 
Nation of the whole Univerte. 

All thofe, I fay, have received from 
their Ancient Fathers, from their Kings 
and Princes, and their Sacrificators and 
Anceftors, from Father to Son, and from 
hand to hand, and with an admirable 
confents even in the middle of fo many 
Confufions and Diffipations, have kept, 
and yet keep always in their Bibles, the 
Holy VVritings of Mofes, in their pro- 
per Letters, and Hebrew ‘Tongue, as 
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Books moft True and Veritable, Sacred — 
and Divine: And fuch fo known and 
acknowledged in all Nations, with the 
excellent Teftimony, Authority and 
Holinefs of them: that Chrift himfelf 
hath {poken of them, and the Prophets 
and Apoftles alfo in their VVritings 
and Alleagtions; I, and the moft Anct- 
ent Pagans and Strangers, cannot (with 
found Senfey butacknowledge them. 

And fo, Reader, although I have been 
(asl formerly faid ) fomething prolix, 
yet the Excellency of the Subjeét, forc’d 
and bound me.td be fo tedious herein, 
to fhew,as an illuftrious Addition, the 
worthinels of the Books and Divine 
Writings, as their Antiquity, Dignity, 
as alfo the Excellency of their humane 
VVriter, from the Dictate of the moft 
High : And being the matter whereof 
we have formerly treated, I held it 
not impertinent, though I have dealt 
too weakly in fo worthy a Bufinefs, but 
refer the reft and it, to your charitable 
Cenfure. | 
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